Franklin Public Schools                                    

Health/Safety Update   MRSA

While there have been NO reported cases of MRSA  (antibiotic resistant bacterial infection) in Franklin, the administration of the Franklin Public Schools wants to keep you informed of any current events impacting the health of our school community. If a student or staff member reports this type of infection we will collaborate with the Franklin Board of Health and the Department of Public Health to address any issues that arise and keep you informed.

MRSA is a type of Staphylococcus aureus “staph” bacterium that is resistant to many forms of antibiotics such as penicillin and amoxicillian. This infection is spread through direct contact  (skin to skin contact) with an individual infected with the bacteria. This staph infection can also be spread through contact with items that have been in contact with infected individuals, such as towels, athletic equipment etc. This staph infection is initiated when a pathogen is introduced to an individual through a cut, scrape or open wound. The initial symptom is redness, swelling and pain around the wound.  As the infection develops individuals could present with headache, fever, fatigue, and in severe cases pneumonia and infection to the bloodstream.

Prevention of this infection starts with excellent wound hygiene and skin care (hand washing). Keeping wounds covered at all times including all activities/events where skin to skin contact may occur such as at an athletic event, helps to reduce the spread of the infection. After cleansing the wound all towels and the treatment area should be sanitized. An additional precaution is to sanitize athletic equipment such as uniforms, football padding, helmet chin guards using a solution of bleach and water. Discourage students from sharing towels and water bottles during athletic activities and/or physical education classes.

With respect to day-to-day maintenance and sanitization of our school facilities the staff uses several EPA approved products that are highly effective and recommended for the prevention and spread of MRSA. These products VIREX II  #128 and # 256 and

 CREW 42 are used in all of our schools on a daily basis as a part of routine cleaning. In addition to disseminating information to the custodial staff we will also be working with the Athletic Director and coaches to advise students about appropriate health/safety protocols with respect to skin hygiene, hand washing and care of equipment and uniforms.

If you would like additional information about MRSA please access theses web sites:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:  http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/ar_mrsa_ca.html 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health:  http://www.mass.gov/dph/cdc/antibiotic/mrsa_school_athletics.htm
