TEACHERS SPEND OUT OF THEIR OWN POCKETS TO PREPARE CLASSROOMS

Teachers nationwide spend an average of $475 of their own money on classroom supplies and materials each year, according to a study prepared by Quality Education Data Inc. for the last school year. The biggest portion of that spending is for first day of class preparation, reports Edward L. Kenney in The News Journal (Del.). When school districts go through tough financial times, especially in districts facing a triple-punch of spiraling energy and health care costs and, often, failed referendums, teachers sometimes have to spend a little more. But veteran educators look for summer sales to spruce up their classrooms and motivate children, and hoard supplies during good years to make things last during bad ones. The lower the grade, the more teachers tend to spend. Some teachers save receipts because they are allowed to deduct up to $250 on their federal income taxes.
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