MAKING THE SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK! TEACHING CORE SUBJECTS THROUGH MUSIC

For years, researchers have studied whether music education raises IQ points, test scores, spatial sense and math and verbal skills, reports Michael Alison Chandler in the Washington Post. Definitive results are scarce, but experts agree that music sparks memory. Just think of what wonders the alphabet song has accomplished over the decades. And as music classes are squeezed out of many schools in order to permit more time on math and reading, teachers are looking for new ways to integrate music into classrooms. In the past three years, nearly 200 artists have contributed to a Michigan-based website, http://SongsforTeaching.com, which offers music for the core subjects, but also for foreign languages, special education and classroom management. One Loudon County, Va. teacher, Eric Chandler, writes his own songs, finding his inspiration in the Virginia Standards of Learning. Chandler embraced musical pedagogy after learning about the teaching method called Quantum Learning, which encourages music to keep students engaged and focused. According to Chandler, after winter break each year, a handful of students come in with new guitars wanting to learn class tunes. Other students are simply happy to sing, and learn, along.
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