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From the Pr incipal ’ s  Desk  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Our weather continues to be changeable, but the mornings are usually cold 

and the evenings are often dipping down below freezing.  As December 

arrives, we expect the weather to be consistently colder.  Please be sure your 

children are dressed with a warm jacket, hat, mittens or gloves. Twenty 

minutes out at recess can be cold if students are not dressed properly. 

Our first term ends on December first. You can expect report cards on 

December eighth. Parent/Guardian conferences with teachers are by 

appointment only on the two early dismissal days, December 10th and 11th.  

Please remember that on those early dismissal days, children are dismissed at 

11:40 and no lunch is served. 

In this issue of our newsletter you will find the testing dates for MCAS for 

From the PCC President, continued on page 2 

From the P.C.C. President 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Wow!  December already?  I don’t know about you but this school year seems 

to by flying by.  The Jefferson Community limbo-ed, raked and donated 

graciously through the month of November.   

Those who attended the Special Person Luau enjoyed dancing, cupcake 

decorating, hula-hooping and many other activities.  Thanks to Lisa Morton, 

Christy Soderlund and committee for planning this wonderful event. 

Thanks to John Wendell and the other Jefferson families who helped with the 

fall cleanup efforts, our school grounds look better than ever. 

Thank you to all who donated food items, helped with shopping or assisted 

with the assembly and delivery of Thanksgiving baskets.  Your generosity 

enabled many local families in need to celebrate with a traditional 

Thanksgiving meal.  Thanks to Holly Scharland and committee for coordinating 

this community service project we are all proud to be a part of. 

Looking ahead, please make note of these upcoming events: 

• Hat & Mitten collection - Thursday 12/3 & Friday 12/4  

• Holiday Shop - Friday, December 4th from 4pm-6pm 

From the Principal’s Desk, continued on page 2 
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Absence Call-In Procedure 

Please provide the following 

information when calling the 

Jefferson School’s Attendance Line 

at 508-541-2120 when your child is 

absent from school: Student’s name, 

classroom number or teacher’s 

name, and date of absence only ...  

Please do NOT leave the following 

information: Requests for homework, 

messages for classroom teacher or 

f or  So lu t ions  personne l  o r 

confidential medical information … 

Please speak to the nurse 

directly ...We encourage parents/

guardians to call the nurse any time 

they have concerns about symptoms 

or an illness. Specific reasons to call 

the nurse: A new medical diagnosis, 

or a change in your child’s health 

status (i.e. the diagnosis of an 

al lergy, a newly prescr ibed 

medication), any change(s) in a 

current medication, a  serious injury 

such as an illness or hospitalization, 

a fracture, sprain, stitches, cast or 

need for crutches/wheelchair, a 

contagious disease such as chicken 

pox, flu, strep throat, whooping 

cough (pertussis), salmonella, 

measles, etc…, if there are any 

recent changes in your family that 

may affect your child; such as, a 

birth, recent loss, or sudden illness.  

If your child is absent for an 

extended period of time with atypical 

symptoms for a prolonged period of 

time do not hesitate to call the nurse 

to share information. 

grades three, four and five. There is 

testing in March as well as May. 

These dates were already sent home 

to all third, fourth and fifth grade 

families.  Please keep them in a safe 

place and be sure your child attends 

school during the testing. 

We would like to thank all of you who 

participated in our fall fundraiser. It’s 

because of all your hard work that 

the PCC is able to bring so many 

extras to our children like our cultural 

enrichment programs and all of our 

field trips.  Thus far this year we had 

the “chainsaw” guy take a wooden 

tree stump and carve our mascot 

right before our eyes.  In December 

a story teller will be coming to 

Jefferson.  Our artist-in-residence 

program will start in January. This 

year our children will learn about 

Origami… and some geometry as 

well!  Our third grade got to go to 

Plymouth right before Thanksgiving.  

Thanks for all you do to make our 

school special and inviting for our 

children. 

On behalf of the Jefferson faculty, I 

would like to with you all a joyous 

holiday season and a healthy, happy 

2010! 

Yours truly, Jane Hyman ~Principal 

Continued from the Principal’s Desk, from Page 1 Continued from the PCC President, from Page 1 

• Help ing Hands/Healing 

Hearts collection - Week of 

December 14th  

• Isabella’s Night – Monday, 

December 21st from 3pm-6pm *New 

Date* 

• PCC Meeting – Tuesday, 

January 26th at 8:45am in the 

Jefferson Dining Room 

I wish you and your families a 

wonderful Holiday Season and a 

happy, healthy New Year. 

 
Warm regards,  
Beth Raffin ~PCC President 

Student Council 

The Jefferson Elementary Student Council 

met for their monthly meeting on Tuesday 

morning, October 20th.  The meeting was 

held in the teacher’s dining room. Council 

members made autumn baskets for the eld-

erly residents at the Forge Hill Community 

Living on Grove St. Baskets were filled with 

sweet smelling potpourri, autumn leaves, 

acorns and gourds. The baskets will be deliv-

ered in November when the students visit the 

community for their annual holiday sing-a-

long. While members were busy filling the 

baskets they discussed many ideas and 

suggestions brought before the council by 

their classmates. Ideas included themes for 

Spirit Days and ways to keep our school 

cleaner. Students really enjoyed making the 

baskets and adding autumn colored bows. 

Thank you to the Jefferson PCC for donating 

the baskets.  Each month the Student Coun-

cil likes to add healthy advice for all. This 

month we want to remind everyone to wash 

hands frequently and “cough into your el-

bow!” Let’s keep our school healthy during 

this cold and flu season! 

Submitted by Student Council 

Family Activities Committee 
 

We would like to give a great big THANKS to 

all those that volunteered for the Special 

Person Event. It was a huge success! 

The Annual Holiday Craft Fair will be held on 

Friday, December 4th from 4-6 p.m., you 

should have already received an announce-

ment with the details in your child’s folder.  

We are currently looking for volunteers for 

this event.  If you are interested please con-

tact us. Lisa Morton morty27@comcast.net      

Christy Soderlund scsoderund@verizon.net  
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Present this voucher when you visit 

Isabella’s on the fourth Wednesday 

of every month and Isabella’s will 

donate 30% of your purchase to 

support the Jefferson PCC!   

(*specific dates listed on back cal-

endar page of newsletter*) 

Treat yourself and your family in 

support of our school on                  

November 25th, from 3:00 to 6:00 

pm at Isabella’s on 13 W. Central 

Street in Franklin. Call ahead at                 

(508) 520-0554. 

 
 
Royal Hair Cutting & Styling 
Services for all Princes & 

Princesses 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your hair service on any 

Wednesday and Kingdom Cuts 

will donate 20% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC. 

   

 

835 W Central St Ste 2,        
Franklin, MA                               

(508) 520-9000  

Tue./Wed./Fri. 10am-5:30pm                                     
Thurs. 10:00am–7:00pm                            

Sat. 9:00am–3:00pm 

Salon Sorella 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your salon service on any 

Wednesday and Salon Sorella will 

donate 10% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC.                                       

Salon Sorella                                        

9 Summer St. #102                                   

Franklin, MA 02038                                       

508-520-3863 

Monday 3-8                            
Tuesday - Friday 9-1                             

Saturday 9-4 

 Box Tops  
Congratulations and thank you to all 

who have been sending in Box Tops. 

The last mailing was the highest 

n u m b e r  I ’ v e  s e e n  ( a n d 

counted)!!  11,500 Box Tops were 

submitted, and that means Jeffer-

son wil l  get  $1150.00.    

Well Done!!! Keep on clipping, rip-

ping and sending in those Box Tops, 

and we’ll keep on tallying and mail-

ing them in! 

Thank you, and Happy Holidays!!  

Peg Forbes ~Box Tops 

Community Service  

The Community Service Committee 

will be hosting a “Keeping Our 

Neighbors Warm” campaign on De-

cember 3
rd

 and 4
th
. Please send in 

only NEW mittens, scarves, hats, 

and blankets that we can donate to 

our neighbors in need. Collections 

will be in the morning as the kids 

arrive. Thank you for helping to keep 

our community warm! 

Support Helping Hands/Healing 

Hearts…an organization co-founded 

by our very own Kelli Carlson. On 

December 15
th
, 16

th
, and 17

th
 the 

Community Service Committee will 

be collecting items (list will be pro-

vided) to help brighten the hospital 

stays of families with children with 

heart defects. Please send some 

items, at morning collection, to add 

to these wonderful baskets! 

Holly Scharland                     

Cultural Enrichment  

It’s that time of the year again.  The 

Cultural Enrichment Committee, 

along with Room Parents, will be 

looking for volunteers for our Artist in 

Residence Program.  We know it is a 

very busy time of year this month, 

but we really do need your help!  We 

will need volunteers for our Artist’s 

visit in January and February.  Look 

for a notice from your room parent 

soon! It is a lot of fun to see the chil-

dren involved in a collaborative pro-

ject!  And it is only 40 minutes of 

your time! 

Laura Hogan ~Cultural Enrichment Book Fair 

Coming in February! Watch for infor-

mation in upcoming Jefferson News-

letters. 

 

Lisa DiPalma ~Book Fair  
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Adjustment Counselor News 
 

As you are aware, your children have been 

participating in the Open Circle Program. The 

Open Circle program, developed at the 

Stone Center at Wellesley College, is a so-

cial competency program, which teaches 

children about: being cooperative and caring, 

improving communication, problem solving, 

self control and a variety of other important 

life skills.  I am excited to offer a parent train-

ing workshop which will present the key con-

cepts that your child is learning so that you 

can become knowledgeable about the pro-

gram and reinforce these skills at home. The 

parent workshop will run for five weeks and 

will familiarize you with the language and 

skills your child is learning and practicing in 

the classroom. Additionally, it will assist you 

in implementing these skills at home, and 

help you to adapt and extend these skills into 

techniques for more effective parenting.   

The workshop will be held on 5 consecutive 

Monday mornings: 8:30-10:00 beginning 

November 16 and ending December 14 and 

will be held at  Jefferson. This session was 

postponed.  Watch for new notices after the 

holidays! Jennifer Leach, LICSW               

Library News 

First and foremost thank you to the Jefferson 

PCC for all the donations to our library! 

Absolutely wonderful books came from the 

book fair! 

Thank you also to the Friends of the Franklin 

library. Thanks to their generosity we were 

able to get over thirty books for our library. 

Grades K-1: Pumpkin Hill, Apples and 

Pumpkins, Spooky night, THE Hallo-Weiner       

2nd Grade: Cam Jansen series, Nate the 

Great, Amber Brown, Upstairs Mouse 

Downstairs Mole, Gus and Grandpa Series         

3rd Grade: True Tale of Johnny Appleseed, 

The Spider and the Fly, Flatfootfox, and Ivy &  

Bean Series 4th Grade: Ramona books by 

Beverly Cleary  and The Boy of a 1000 

Faces by Brian Selznick 5th Grade: 

Bunnicula books by James Howe, Mystery 

books by Betty Ren Wright Sub-Separate K-

2: Pumpkin Fair, Arthurs Halloween costume, 

Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf and  The Perfect Nest                               

Sub-Separate 3-5: Scared Silly, Teeny Tiny 

Ghost, The Little old Lady Who Was Not 

Afraid of Anything  Lisa Gately ~Library EA 

Fundraising Committee 
Isabella’s DATE CHANGE: 

Due to the Christmas holiday, Isabella’s will be closing at 3:00 p.m. on Wed. December 23rd, which was the night originally assigned to Jefferson.  

They have very generously offered to give us a new night for December as they did for us in November.  The new Jefferson Isabella’s night for 

December will be Monday, December 21st.  Isabella’s will donate 30% of sales from patrons who submit a Jefferson voucher between the hours of 

3:00p.m. – 6:00p.m.on Monday, December 21st.  Simply present the Jefferson voucher, and treat your family in support of Jefferson School! 

Reminder – Sign up for the Stop & Shop A+ Bonus Bucks Program 

Jefferson is very excited to be working with Stop & Shop to offer the A+ Bonus Bucks Program.  Starting in October, through late March, 2010, 

Stop & Shop customers can help Jefferson PCC earn money every time they shop with their registered Stop & Shop card. 

There are 2 simple ways you can register your Stop & Shop card to begin earning cash for Jefferson’s PCC through this program.  Log on to 

www.stopandshop.com/aplus  to register online or call 1-877-275-2758 to register your card over the phone.  When you register, you can enter 

Jefferson’s ID code, 06750, or use the simple drop down menu to select Jefferson School.  Once you register your card, each trip to Stop & Shop 

will earn money for Jefferson’s PCC.  Remember you can have other family members and supporters take advantage of this program by encourag-

ing them to register their Stop & Shop card for Jefferson School! 

Thank you again for your participation and dedication to these fundraising efforts.  The proceeds we receive through these programs will be used to 

pay for fieldtrips and special cultural enrichment events that directly benefit our children here at Jefferson.  We appreciate your help in making 

these programs successful for the entire Jefferson community! 

The Fundraising Committee ~Lisa Lazzaro, Lauren Hartnett and Rosalie Perry   

Special Education News 
 

Welcome to the holiday season!  Friends and 

family members are often looking for holiday 

gift ideas for children. This can be especially 

challenging if the child is someone with a 

disability.  If you are looking for ideas, con-

sider educational, yet fun games and interac-

tive toys.  Board games and card games help 

children to practice social skills such as tak-

ing turns, being a good sport etc. Interactive 

games such as educational computer games 

and electronic games with an educational 

purpose help children to practice skills in a 

fun way. Of course, there are many, many 

books which help children to understand 

either their own disability or that of a friend, 

neighbor, or classmate.  Students who strug-

gle with organization might be happy to re-

ceive a handsome new planner/agenda note-

book for keeping track of their school and 

home assignments. Those children who have 

difficulty with reading might enjoy a treasured 

book on CD. A child who is struggling with 

writing might love a piece of fun computer 

software that teaches them to type or an 

electronic dictionary/thesaurus or a journal to 

record their private thoughts. Parents of chil-

Special Ed., cont. on pg. 5 
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From the MATH CET 
 

Parents/Guardians we could use your 

continued Math help. Many of our students 

are not strong in money, measurement, 

telling time and memorizing math facts. 

Teachers continue to work with students in 

these areas and meet with success but we 

could certainly use more of your help with 

your children at home. 

Practice! Practice! Practice! That’s how most 

students learn their addition / subtraction 

facts and multiplication / division tables. Rote 

drill is a popular and proven tool for learning 

math facts. Challenge your children with the 

goal of memorizing their math facts. Have 

them use flash cards and write math facts at 

home until the facts become automatic. 

Play with your children and / or encourage 

your children to play the Everyday math 

games at home.  

If you are looking for a gift, a watch would 

help students  practice telling time.  

Building, sewing and cooking will help 

children use many measurement skills. 

Please encourage students in  Grades 3, 4 

and 5 to go on the STUDY ISLAND math 

site. 

Thanks in advance for your continued 

support in MATH! 

Judy Johnson                                  

jjohnson@franklin.k12.ma.us  

Grade 5  

3/22/10              ELA practice test 

4/5  ELA session 1 

4/6  ELA session 2 

4/8  ELA make-up tests 

5/10/10              Math practice test 

5/13  Math session 1 

5/14  Math session 2 

5/17  Math make-ups 

5/19/10              Science practice test  

5/20  Science session 1  

5/21  Science session 2  

5/24  Science make-ups 

Grade 4  

3/22/10              ELA practice test 

3/23  ELA long composi-

tion  

3/29  ELA session 1 

4/1  ELA session 2 

4/5  ELA make-up tests 

4/7  Long composition 

make-up 

5/10/10              Math practice test 

5/17  Math session 1 

5/18  Math session 2 

Grade 3 

3/22/10              ELA practice test 

3/24  ELA session 1 

3/25  ELA session 2   

3/26                   ELA make ups 

 

5/10/10              Math practice test 

5/11  Math session 1 

5/12  Math session 2 

5/13  Math make-up tests 

MCAS Dates 2009-2010 Jefferson Booktree 

Would you like to honor someone 

special with a book for the Jefferson 

school library?  The Booktree Pro-

gram offers a great way for families 

to donate new, popular books to our 

library while dedicating them to spe-

cial friends, teachers and family 

members.  Books can also be dedi-

cated to commemorate a special 

event such as a birthday or anniver-

sary.  It really makes students feel 

special to have a book donated in 

their name or to a sibling or teacher 

and see their picture displayed in the 

library all year long.  Booktree infor-

mation will be sent home soon. 

Please review it and consider pur-

chasing a book to help keep our li-

brary current. 

If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact the Booktree 

partners. 

Sarah Klim, Reading Specialist                                     

Alex Trinanes and Deb Ward                                       

~Booktree Co-Chairs 

Banking 
We hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving 

holiday!!! 

Congratulations to the first winners of our 

monthly banking contest.  Our K-2 winner of 

Monopoly Jr. is Drew Mahoney, and our Gr. 

3-5 winner of Monopoly is Stephanie Giaca-

lone.  Next month's drawing will be 12/17 -- 

kids can drop off an entry form with each 

week's deposit!   

Because of the winter break, December is a 

short month for banking.  The dates are 12/3, 

12/10 (early dismissal) and 12/17.  The first 

Banking Day of "next year" is 1/7. 

Remember:  enrollment is ongoing.  Please 

feel free to contact us for information. 

Have a great holiday break and Happy New 

Year!!!! Francesca Callanan                          

& Audrey DeSimone                                                                     

 

dren with a disability might appreciate a gift 

certificate to a bookstore or an educational/

teacher store so they could pick up things to 

do at home with their children.  When picking 

out gifts it is important to consider not only 

the child’s disability but the actual age and 

interests of the child even if their learning 

ability is lower.  There are so many new in-

teresting and exciting educational tools avail-

able now that are fun for children of all learn-

ing styles and abilities.  Have fun shopping!  

Happy Holidays! 

Special Ed., cont. from pg. 4 



  December 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

  

 

1 

Term 1 ends 

2 3 4 

Holiday Store  

Bottles/Cans  

5 

6 7 8 

Report Cards 

Issued 

9 Early Dismissal 

at 11:40  No Lunch 

Parent/Guardian 

Conferences 

10  

Early Dismissal at 
11:40  No Lunch 
Parent/Guardian 
Conferences 

11 12 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 18PCC 

Newsletter 

Deadline (Jan. 

Issue) 

19 

 

20 21  

Cultural 

Enrichment 

22 23 

 

24 

12/24-1/1 
December 
Holiday Recess, 
No School 

25 

Holiday Recess 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Contact Information  

 

 

 

Administration:                                                                                 

Jane Hyman, Principal            508-541-2140 

Judy Johnson, Head Teacher            508-541-2140 

P.C.C. Executive Board:                                                    

Beth Raffin, PCC President:              bethraffin@yahoo.com 

Teresa Kilroy, Co-Vice President:            takilroy@yahoo.com 

Kelly Schiavo, Co-Vice President:      c.schiavo@comcast.net 

Lynn Valencia, Co-Treasurer:         lynnvalencia@verizon.net                                                 

Janet Normandin, Co-Treasurer:             ejnorm@yahoo.com 

Leigh Anne Janell, Secretary:       janellfamily37@verizon.net                                           

P.C.C. Jefferson Newsletter:                                        

Tammy McPhee and Tricia Finamore:  
Communications Co-Chairs           Jeffernews1@comcast.net                                                            
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*Isabella’s 

2009/2010 

Dates: 

12/21 

1/27 

2/24 

3/24 

4/28 

5/26 

6/23 

(4th Wed. of 

the month) 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

1 

January 2010 

 

1/11           Early Dismissal 11:40: No Lunch Served PDD 

1/15           National Geography Bee                                            

1/18           M. L. King’s Birthday Celebrated: No School             

1/19           PDD No School for Students                             

1/21           School Council Meeting 3-5PM                                      

1/25           Supplementary Reading Program Assembly              

1/25 – 1/29  First week of Artist-in-Residence                    

1/26           PCC Meeting 

 

   HAPPY HOLIDAYS  HAPPY HOLIDAYS  HAPPY HOLIDAYS  HAPPY HOLIDAYS  

mailto:bethraffin@yahoo.com
mailto:c.schiavo@comcast.net
mailto:lynnvalencia@verizon.net
mailto:ejnorm@yahoo.com
mailto:janellfamily37@verizon.net

