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From the Pr incipal ’ s  Desk  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that we’re starting a new decade in this 

century!  May you find peace and happiness in the years ahead. 

Please review our calendar carefully.  You’ll note that there are several days 

when school is not in session for children.  Please remember that on early 

dismissal days, we dismiss at 11:40 and no lunch is served. 

This month we start our artist-in-residence program.  For the first time ever we 

will be working with an expert in origami.  Children will be learning about 

mathematics as they have fun in their art classes! 

Right before vacation we sent home a reminder about the dropping off and 

picking up of our looper students.  Please adhere to these plans to insure the 

safety of all of our children.  The Franklin Police will be monitoring cars at 

From the P.C.C. President 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season.  We are 

happy to ring in the New Year with many exciting events.  Here is a preview for 

the month of January: 

During their weekly Art class, our children will begin working with the Artist-

In-Residence learning the ancient art of Origami.   

Thursday, Jan. 14th & Friday, Jan. 15th - The Community Service 

Committee is hosting a “Keeping Our Neighbors Warm” campaign. 

Wednesday, Jan. 27th – Isabella’s Night from 3pm-6pm 

Our next PCC meeting will be Tuesday, January 26 at 8:45AM in the Jefferson 

Dining Room.  Some topics of discussion for this meeting include a budget 

review and an update on our incorporation efforts.  Hope to see you there!  

Can’t make the meeting?  You can always find the meeting minutes on the 

PCC section of the Jefferson website.   

Warm regards, 

Beth Raffin 

PCC President 

From the Principal’s Desk, continued on page 2 
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Absence Call-In Procedure 

Please provide the following 

information when calling the 

Jefferson School’s Attendance Line 

at 508-541-2120 when your child is 

absent from school: Student’s name, 

classroom number or teacher’s 

name, and date of absence only ...  

Please do NOT leave the following 

information: Requests for homework, 

messages for classroom teacher or 

f or  So lu t ions  personne l  o r 

confidential medical information … 

Please speak to the nurse directly … 

We encourage parents/guardians to 

call the nurse any time they have 

concerns about symptoms or an 

illness. Specific reasons to call the 

nurse: A new medical diagnosis, or a 

change in your child’s health status 

(i.e. the diagnosis of an allergy, a 

newly prescribed medication), any 

change(s) in a current medication, a  

serious injury such as an illness or 

hospitalization, a fracture, sprain, 

stitches, cast or need for crutches/

wheelchair, a contagious disease 

such as chicken pox, flu, strep 

throat, whooping cough (pertussis), 

salmonella, measles, etc…, if there 

are any recent changes in your 

family that may affect your child; 

such as, a birth, recent loss, or 

sudden illness.  If your child is 

absent for an extended period of 

time with atypical symptoms for a 

prolonged period of time do not 

hesitate to call the nurse to share 

information. 

arrival and dismissal on an 

intermittent basis to assure the plans 

are being followed. 

During the winter when inclement 
weather strikes, we may have a 
delayed opening or school 
cancellation or an early dismissal.  
Please be sure your Connect-Ed 
information is updated so you will 
receive this important information in 
a timely fashion. 

Finally, the weather is cold now.  
Please remember to dress your 
children with warm coats, hats, 
gloves, mittens, snow pants, and 
boots if they are needed! 

Once again on behalf of our staff, 
Happy 2010. 

Yours truly, Jane Hyman ~Principal 
 

Continued from the Principal’s Desk, from Page 1 
MCAS Dates 2009-2010 

Grade 3 

3/22/10              ELA practice test 

3/24  ELA session 1 

3/25  ELA session 2   

3/26                   ELA make ups 

5/10/10              Math practice test 

5/11  Math session 1 

5/12  Math session 2 

5/13  Math make-up tests 

Grade 4 

3/22/10            ELA practice test 

3/23            ELA long composition  

3/29            ELA session 1 

4/1            ELA session 2 

4/5            ELA make-up tests 

4/7   Long composition make-up 

5/10/10            Math practice test 

5/17            Math session 1 

5/18            Math session 2 

5/19            Math make-ups 

Grade 5 

3/22/10               ELA practice test 

4/5   ELA session 1 

4/6   ELA session 2 

4/8   ELA make-up tests 

5/10/10               Math practice test 

5/13   Math session 1 

5/14   Math session 2 

5/17   Math make-ups 

5/19/10              Science practice test  

5/20  Science session 1  

5/21  Science session 2  

5/24  Science make-ups 

Jefferson Booktree 

Would you like to honor someone 

special with a book for the Jefferson 

school library?  The Booktree Pro-

gram will help you do just that.  

Booktree offers a great way for fami-

lies to donate new, popular books to 

our library while dedicating them to 

special friends, teachers and family 

members.  The Booktree forms were 

sent home in December, additional 

copies are available at school.  

Please consider purchasing a book 

to help keep our library current. 

If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact the Booktree 

partners. 

Sarah Klim, Reading Specialist                                                                      
Alex Trinanes and Deb Ward    
Booktree PCC Co-Chairs 
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Present this voucher when you visit 

Isabella’s on the fourth Wednesday 

of every month and Isabella’s will 

donate 30% of your purchase to 

support the Jefferson PCC!   

(*specific dates listed on back cal-

endar page of newsletter*) 

Treat yourself and your family in 

support of our school on                  

November 25th, from 3:00 to 6:00 

pm at Isabella’s on 13 W. Central 

Street in Franklin. Call ahead at                 

(508) 520-0554. 

 
 
Royal Hair Cutting & Styling 

Services for all Princes & 
Princesses 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your hair service on any 

Wednesday and Kingdom Cuts 

will donate 20% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC. 

   

 

835 W Central St Ste 2,        
Franklin, MA                               

(508) 520-9000  

Tue./Wed./Fri. 10am-5:30pm                                     
Thurs. 10:00am–7:00pm                            

Sat. 9:00am–3:00pm 

Salon Sorella 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your salon service on any 

Wednesday and Salon Sorella will 

donate 10% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC.                                       

Salon Sorella                                        

9 Summer St. #102                                   

Franklin, MA 02038                                       

508-520-3863 

Monday 3-8                            
Tuesday - Friday 9-1                             

Saturday 9-4 

Special Education Parent Ad-

visory Council (SEPAC) 

News 

MCAS Workshop Wed., Jan.27th, 

2010 Franklin Municipal Building                  

3 5 5  E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t                 

3rd floor training room.   

MCAS is a tool to measure progress 

in the Massachusetts Curriculum 

Frameworks or general curriculum.  

This workshop will help parents un-

derstand how their children with dis-

abilities can participate in a meaning-

ful way in MCAS.  Robin Foley, from 

MASSPAC at the Federation for 

Children with Special Needs, will 

discuss accommodations and alter-

nate assessments available so that 

students can demonstrate what they 

have learned. 

This workshop is free and open to 

t h e  p u b l i c .   V i s i t 

www.Franklin.ma.us/SEPAC for 

more information. 

Community Service  

The Community Service Committee 

is hosting a “Keeping Our Neighbors 

Warm” campaign on Thursday, 

January 14th and Friday, January 

15th. Please send in only new mit-

tens, scarves, hats, and blankets 

that we can donate to our neighbors 

in need. Collections will be in the 

morning as the kids arrive with par-

ent volunteers in the lobby. Thank 

you for helping to keep our commu-

nity warm. 

Holly Scharland                               

~Community Service Co-Chair 

Banking 

Did the kids receive cash gifts during 

the holidays? Choosing to put some 

(or all!) of it in the bank is a great 

option!    

Banking will continue each Thursday 

in 2010 with January dates of 1/7, 

1/14, 1/21 and 1/28.   

Congratulations to Devin Dean (Mrs. 

Rae, 2nd grade) and Cole Scharland 

(Mr. Goguen, 4th grade) who were 

December’s Monopoly Jr. and Mo-

nopoly winners!  The next drawing 

will be on 1/28. 

New bankers are always welcome 

and can register at Dean Bank -- we 

recently signed up our 100th student!  

Please contact us for more informa-

tion. 

Francesca Callanan                     
rpcallanan@comcast.net and                                                    
Audrey DeSimone                          
audrey.desimone@gmail.com 
~Banking Co-Chairs 
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TOP DOG  AWARD 

First, I would like to thank Peg 

Forbes for nominating me for the 

Top Dog award last month.  We are 

working together for the Remington 

PCC, so receiving an email from her 

didn’t surprise me.   The content of it 

certainly did!  She is having a hard 

time handing over the little dog 

statue.  I am extremely fortunate and 

blessed to have had the opportunity 

to volunteer my time to help the chil-

dren of Jefferson Elementary.  It 

feels like just the other day my oldest 

son, Conor, started school and I 

could not wait to get into the class-

room/school.  I thoroughly enjoyed 

being involved and meeting so many 

wonderful faculty members and par-

ents.  It’s great being a part of so 

many worthwhile and fun school ac-

tivities.  So, if you aren’t involved yet, 

please do so.  You’ll be glad you did. 

That being said, I would like to nomi-

nate two awesome people for this 

month’s Top Dog Award, Lynn Va-

lencia and Janet Normandin.  Both, 

Lynn and Janet have been extremely 

active at Jefferson, wearing many 

different hats.  I was fortunate to 

have them as part of my executive 

board as co-secretaries.  They did 

everything from picking up our semi-

fabulous door prizes to taking de-

tailed notes at our meetings.  I could 

always count on them.  My tenure 

ended in 2008 but theirs did not.  

They continued for another year and 

have currently stepped up to fill 

Kathy Sirignano’s big shoes (not lit-

erally!) as PCC Treasurer.  They just 

can’t seem to get enough!  They are 

great team players.  They are always 

willing to help whether it be in the 

classroom or at a school event.  

They have invested a huge amount 

of time and energy for our children.  

We are so fortunate to have them in 

our community. 

Janet and Lynn, thank you for being 

such generous and fantastic volun-

teers.  I proudly pass this award to 

you.  You are certainly a couple of 

top dogs! 

Alina Lemanowicz 

Book Fair 

It’s time to start a wish list of books 

for you and your children to help 

pass the long winter months away 

and join us at our second Scholastic 

Book Fair of the school year.  It will 

be held Monday, February 8th 

through Friday, February 12th in the 

library during school hours.  You are 

invited to join your children as they 

visit the Book Fair with their classes 

during the week.  A parent letter and 

visitation schedule will be distributed 

the week prior to the fair.  A Family 

Event will be held in the library on 

Tuesday, February 9th, from 4:00-

6:00pm. 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

with setup on Friday, February 5th at 

1:30pm in the library, and again with 

clean-up, date/time to be an-

nounced.  If you would like to be 

added to our volunteer list, please 

contact one of the co-chairs listed 

below.  We will contact our volun-

teers and will send home a class-

room visitation schedule the week 

prior to the fair.  We look forward to 

seeing you to kickoff our first Book 

Fair of 2010! 

Lisa DiPalma ldipalma@comcast.net    

Ellen Castillo                                
ellenmcastillo@verizon.net    

Deb Matthy 
deb_matthy@comcast.net                   

~Book Fair Co-Chairs   

 

Fundraising 

Happy New Year to all of you!  We 

hope you enjoyed the holidays with 

your families and friends.  We want 

to thank all of you for a very suc-

cessful Fall Fundraiser!  All of the 

orders have been delivered so we 

hope you are enjoying all of your 

purchases.  All of the money we 

raised from this fundraiser goes di-

rectly to the programs and services 

that benefit our children at Jefferson.  

Your generosity and commitment to 

this fundraising effort was so appre-

ciated! 

Plans are already underway for our 

next fundraising event which will be 

Jefferson’s 8th Annual Spring Fun 

Run.  This fundraiser is a lot of fun 

for children, family members, par-

ents, and teachers.  It has been a 

huge success for Jefferson in past 

years, and we hope to make it just 

as exciting and even introduce some 

new events for this year. 

We will be starting to gather a list of 

volunteers to assist us with making 

this day a great time for all.  There 

are a number of ways you can help 

out; heading up one of the booths/

events, setting up that day, helping 

coordinate our silent auction, and so 

much more.  If you are interested 

and available to help, please email 

us so we can add you to our volun-

teer list.  We will need lots of help 

planning and executing all the events 

scheduled for this day to ensure eve-

ryone has a great time at this year’s 

Fun Run! 

Lisa Lazzaro lisalaz@comcast.net                                                                 
Lauren Hartnett                         
aurenhartnett@comcast.net                                               
Rosalie Perry                                  
rosalieperry@comcast.net                                                         
~Fundraising Co-Chairs 
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Art News 

Happy New Year from the Art Studio! 

Very exciting things are starting up in the Art 

Studio at Jefferson Elementary. Starting this 

month is our Artist in Residence program. 

We are really excited to have origami artist, 

Wensdy Whitehead, come to our school to 

share her expertise in the art of origami. Her 

work was displayed at the Peabody Essex 

Museum during their exhibition “Origami 

Now” from 2007-2008. If you go to the Pea-

body Essex Museum there is a great interac-

tive part of the website where you can learn 

to make origami. The website is: http://

www.pem.org/sites/origami/ 

Origami comes from the Japanese words oru 

(to fold) and kami (paper). In the sixth cen-

tury Chinese monks brought paper to Japan. 

This paper was handmade and a luxury item, 

therefore, paper folding in ancient Japan was 

for ceremonial purposes of a religious nature. 

You can learn more about modern origami 

and the current artists by going to the PBS 

website and searching “Between the Folds”, 

a documentary about origami. The documen-

tary was just released in December and 

shows the current exploration of origami 

artists. If you go to the PBS website you can 

learn some history of origami, some of the 

artists and watch a bit of this documentary. 

I’ve also been able to get some bits of the 

documentary on hulu.com, just search 

“Between the Folds”. 

If you are interested in volunteering during 

your child’s art time or donating supplies 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  m e  a t 

mccarthyje@franklin.k12.ma.us. The sup-

plies we are currently looking for are 6’’ ori-

gami paper from Michael’s Craft stores, plain 

colors please, no prints. Also, Staples memo 

cubes, the ones in the box, not the spiral 

bound version. 

Thank you for you help in advance! 

Best wishes for a Happy New Year!! 

Artistically yours, Ms. McCarthy 

Cultural Enrichment 

The Cultural Enrichment Committee will be 

asking for your help for our 2010 Artist in 

Residence program beginning the week of 

January 25th!  We are looking for volunteers 

in the Art room to work with our Oragami 

Artist.  Look for the email from your Room 

Parent. 

We will also need some supplies for the pro-

gram to run.  We are looking for donations of 

Origami paper.  We need about 10 memo 

cubes from Staples.  They are approximately 

$4 each.  (The cubes with the box, not the 

glued spiral pad.) 

Thanks again for all of your time and help to 

make this a success! 

Laura Hogan ~Cultural Enrichment 

Open Circle 

As you are aware, your children have been 

participating in the Open Circle Program. The 

Open Circle program, developed at the 

Stone Center at Wellesley College, is a so-

cial competency program, which teaches 

children about: being cooperative and caring, 

improving communication, problem solving, 

self control and a variety of other important 

life skills. 

We are excited to offer a parent training 

workshop which will present the key con-

cepts that your child is learning so that you 

can become knowledgeable about the pro-

gram and reinforce these skills at home. The 

parent workshop will run for five weeks and 

will familiarize you with the language and 

skills your child is learning and practicing in 

the classroom. Additionally, it will assist you 

in implementing these skills at home, and 

help you to adapt and extend these skills into 

techniques for more effective parenting.   

More information about time and dates will 

be available after we return from Winter 

Break.                                                      

Jennifer Leach, LICSW                       

~Adjustment Counselor                    

From the Reading Office 

Thank you to everyone who sent in their 

feedback about Read Aloud Month. As you 

remember, during the month of November 

our school sent home some information and 

tips for creating a wonderful read aloud ex-

perience between you and your children. A 

workshop was held to provide more informa-

tion and to answer questions. We also had 

some Jefferson teachers visit the public li-

brary to read aloud some of their favorite 

stories. We’d like to thank all who attended 

these events. Although Read Aloud Month is 

over, I certainly hope all parents/guardians 

continue to read to their children as it is both 

rewarding and educational. Here are some of 

the comments we received from those who 

sent in the feedback form. 

*òWe love to read together because it is a 

good way to calm down and be together.ò  * 

ñI made a point to read at least one book 

during play dates with our daughter.ò * òIt has 

helped keep the T.V. off.ò * ñThe most engag-

ing part about reading aloud is if you empha-

size words or sentences to give children a 

visual picture.ò * òRead aloud time is a great 

way to spend time together, relax and have 

fun, not to mention the learning benefit.ò 

Our annual mid-year reading program kicks 

off with a school-wide assembly at the end of 

January. The program runs for three months: 

February, March, and April. Students who 

participate for at least one month will attend 

the reading celebration in June. Students 

who participate for all three months will re-

ceive a new book of their choice. The read-

ing program brochures will be distributed to 

all students during the last week of January. I 

am hoping for 100% participation! 

Also, I am in the process of scheduling some 

additional workshops for parents and guardi-

ans on read aloud and other reading topics. 

Please keep an eye out for notices with more 

information. Details will also be included in 

the Tuesday list serve emails. I hope many of 

you will be able to participate. 

Sarah Klim ~Reading Specialist 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

31  

 

   1 

Happy New 

Year 

2 

3 4 

return to school 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11  

PDD / Early 

Dismissal 11:40  

No Lunch  

12 13 

grade 4 field 

trip 

14 15 

National 

Geography Bee                                             

16 

17 18 M. L. King’s  

Birthday 

Celebrated:         

No School              

19 

PDD No School for 

Students                              

20 21 

School Council 
Meeting 3-5PM                                       

22 23 

24 25 

Supplementary 
Reading Program 
Assembly /         
First week of Artist-
in-Residence                          

26PCC Mtng /  

 First week of  

Artist-in-Residence                     

27First week of  

Artist-in-Residence 

Isabella’s Night                     

28 First week of   

Artist-in-Residence 

          Reading 
Program Assembly 

snow date           

29 

 First week of  

Artist-in-Residence                     

30 

Contact Information  

 

 

 

Administration:                                                                                 

Jane Hyman, Principal            508-541-2140 

Judy Johnson, Head Teacher            508-541-2140 

P.C.C. Executive Board:                                                    

Beth Raffin, PCC President:              bethraffin@yahoo.com 

Teresa Kilroy, Co-Vice President:            takilroy@yahoo.com 

Kelly Schiavo, Co-Vice President:      c.schiavo@comcast.net 

Lynn Valencia, Co-Treasurer:         lynnvalencia@verizon.net                                                 

Janet Normandin, Co-Treasurer:             ejnorm@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Meunier, Secretary            kmeunier3@comcast.net        

P.C.C. Jefferson Newsletter:                                        

Tammy McPhee and Tricia Finamore:  
Communications Co-Chairs           Jeffernews1@comcast.net                                                            
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*Isabella’s 

2009/2010 

Dates: 

1/27 

2/24 

3/24 

4/28 

5/26 

6/23 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

1 

February 2010 

 

2/4         Math Night for Grades 2 and 3 

2/8-2/12  Winter Book Fair 

2/11   School Council 3-5PM 

2/15-2/19 February Vacation 

2/22    School Council Snow Date 

2/22-2/26  2
nd

 Week for Artist-in-Residence 

2/26     PCC Meeting 

mailto:bethraffin@yahoo.com
mailto:c.schiavo@comcast.net
mailto:lynnvalencia@verizon.net
mailto:ejnorm@yahoo.com
mailto:kmeunier3@comcast.net

