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Parent Communication Council

From the P.C.C. President

Dear Parents/Guardians:

| hope everyone enjoyed the winter break. Like many of you, | am looking
forward to the longer days and warmer temperatures signaling the start of
spring.

Thank you to our Book Fair Committee and the Community Service Committee
for two very successful efforts in February (see articles within this Newsletter).
Also, many thanks to the Cultural Enrichment Committee for brining us this
year’s Artist in Residence. Wait until you see the results of the children’s work!

These are the events scheduled for this month:
« Thursday, March 18™: Night of the Arts (see page 6)

« Tuesday, March 23 Evening PCC Meeting (watch for notices)

« Wednesday, March 24" Isabella’s Night 3pm-6pm

| hope that this Newsletter, the Tuesday List Serv. emails and various other
communication vehicles used by the PCC provide you with information about
the many wonderful things that the PCC does for our school and, most

importantly, our children. | welcome any feedback you may have. Inside This Issue

(at a glance):
Over the next few months, work will begin to staff the PCC for the next school

year. As we look to fortify many committees and fill some open leadership 2010 MCAS Schedule Pg.2
positions for the '10-11 school year, | invite you to join us. Volunteering can

help to boost your career options, allow you to connect with your community Community Partners Pg.3
and give back, and provide you with a great sense of achievement. If you

would like more information on how you can get involved, please contact me. Fun Run Pg.3
Warm regards, Banki Pa. 4
Beth Raffin ~ PCC President anking g-

. . ) .

From the Principal’s Desk Night of the Arts Pg.6
Dear Parents/Guardians, Math Pg.7
It's already March! Spring is right around the corner, however, living in New

England presents many challenges. Our weather is still changeable. Please Calendar Pg.8

be sure your children continue to wear proper outerwear to match the weather
conditions. If anyone has a jacket that your family has outgrown, we could use
a few in the nurse’s office. In that way, no child will be cold at recess! Thanks
in advance for any help you can provide. Please note that our clocks will be

From the Principal’s Desk, continued on page 2



Continued from the Principal’s Desk, from Page 1

moving ahead for daylight savings

Continued from previous column

teacher or for Solutions personnel or

MCAS Dates 2009-2010

time this month. The days wilseem confi dent i al medi cal i nf darageadt i on Pl e
longer and brighter. speak | to the nu r s e 3&é/1r0e ctl & A piiécti\éveeteste ncour
This month things start to really get parents/guardians to call the nurse any time 304 ELA on 1
busy at school. Please do check the they have concerns about symptoms or an sess!on
calendar and watch for Tuesday iliness. Specific reasons to call the nurse: A 3/25 ELA session 2
updates about events at our school. new medical diagnosis, or a change in your 3/26 _ ELA make ups .
| hope to see many of you during the child's health sta t5H(§/10( ' ®Math E)ré]cf?ce tgs{ agnos
Night of the Arts. MCAS tests for allergy, a newly prescribed medication), any 5111 Math session 1
grades 3, 4 and 5 will be starting and change(s) in a current medication, a serious _
the MEPA tests for our ELL students Mury such as an iliness or hospitalization, a 512 Math session 2
will also take place during March. fracture, sprain, stitches, cast or need for 5/13 Math make-up tests
crutches/wheelchair, a contagious disease
Sometime this month you will receive such as chicken pox, flu, strep throat,
a letter from me about classroom whooping cough (pertussis), salmonella, Grade 4
placement for next year. Please measl es, et c .., i f r e e .a recer
know that the budget process is in changes in your family that may affect your 3/52‘718 etA practice fost
great flux and making classroom child: such as, a birth, recent loss, or sudden 3/23 ELA long composition
assignments for the next school year jiness.  If your child is absent for an 3/29 ELA session 1
will be very difficult. We aren’t sure extended period of time with atypical _
about the number of classes or symptoms for a prolonged period of time do 41 ELA session 2
which teachers will be in our  not hesitate to call the nurse to share  4/5 ELA make-up tests
bu.ilding. \.(ou may notl know your information. 477 Long composition make-up
child’s assignment until over the
summer. We will try to do the best ) 5/10/10 Math practice test
we can with the information we have Important MCAS Reminders 5/17 Math session 1
available to us. It is important for students to arrive at school 5 /1q Math session 2
Thus far this year we have missed one on time on testing days. All MCAS tests are
school day. That day will be made up at ~ untimed, so in order to give students as  °/19 Math make-ups
the end of the school year. As soon as much time as possible, testing begins as
all the winter weather is definitely behind ible i i
us, we'll send you an updated I3i/sting of s00n & possile i fhe morninge. Grade 5
the last day of school for kindergarten Please do not schedule students for appoint- 3/22/10 ELA practice test
and grades 1 through 5 students. ments on testing days. If students arrive late, a5 ELA session 1
Have a great month of March! they will not be able to start the test and will
have to take it on a make-up day. If students 4/6 ELA session 2
Yours truly, Jane Hyman ~Principal start taking a test, it has to be finished that 4/8 ELA make-up tests
day, thus students cannot be dismissed
Absence Call-In Procedure early. 510710 Math practice test
Bl . o . Make-up dates are available, so if your child /13 Math session 1
ease provide the following information o
when <calling the J Isé”k’ h]e/sehershsou(lgj %tay h(gng tﬂ r%stgr]d gets At en- Math session 2
dance Line at 508-541-2120 when your child better. 5/17 Math make-ups
i s absent from s c RaedslguardianSshouldctatk with theis chil- n a 810 Science practice test
classroom number 0 dren dbataVICAS. &ncourage thematartake and
date of absence only ... Please do NOT their time and do their best. Make sure they ~ 9/20 Science session 1
leave the following information: Requests for eat breakfast and g5 a 0 0%Sckncdsesibnt2’ s s |
homework, messages for classroom )
Page 2 5/24 Science make-ups

Continued next column



*EF*FFCommunity Partners***** Page 3
............................. TR
b ] ingdom Luts : :
bellas KingtonT : :
Toeliem Ml Royal Hair Cutting & Styling: ® * :
Services for all Princes & -
Princesses :
Present this voucher when you visit Present this voucher when you pay Salon Sorella .
| sabel loarth¥ednesday Y h for your hair service on any - Present this voucher when you pay
of everymonthand | sabel i a Wedngsdayand Kingdom Cuts for your salon service on any
donate 30% of your purchase to - will donate 20% of the price of your = Wednesdagnd Salon Soreliall -
support the Jefferson PCC! service to Jefferson PCC. : donate 10% of the price of your
: : : service to Jefferson PCC. :
(*specific dates listed on back cal- . : . .
endar page of newslétter* : KIDQdOIDtU’ES Salon Sorella
Treat yourself and your family in 835 W Central St Ste 2, 9 Summer St. #102
suobort of our school on Franklin, MA . Franklin, MA 02038 .
P : (508) 520-9000 : 508-520-3863 ;
March 24throm 3:00 to 6:00 pm : : , . .
at | sabella’s « ol 1 BueWgd /Fri. 1@@'&39':’?] al- Monday 3-8 :
. . : Thurs. 10:00am—7:00pm : . :
Street in Franklin. Call ahead at - PO : Tuesday - Friday 9-1 :
. Sat. 9:00am-3:00pm . Saturday 9-4 .
(508) 520-0554. : : y :
% * ---------------------------- %7
90‘ TOPS) Get Ready for Jefferson’s 8th Annual Fun Run!
&
¢ mion]) Pl ans are underway for Jefferson’s 8th

Please remember to clip or rip Box
Tops from products that you may
have in your home. Just pop them
into your new handy-dandy Box
Tops container and send them into
school with your child.

Visit www.boxtops4education.com
for coupons, promotions, and
information on what products are
included in this program that is so
beneficial to Jefferson. There is an
option to sign-up on the website, and
for every person who does so
Jefferson gets bonus Box Tops!
Please check it out — it's an easy
way to support your child’s school!

Peg Forbes
~Box Top Co-Chair

April 30th from 4 —6 p.m. This fundraiser is a lot of fun for children, family members, parents,
and teachers. It has been a huge success for Jefferson in past years, and we hope to make it
just as exciting and even introduce some new events for this year.

The Fun Run Committee is once again introducing a Fun Run T-shirt Design Contest open to all

Jefferson 5th grade students! The committee thought it would be a great idea to have a
Jefferson student design t he pshits Sinceite t h
is the last year at Jefferson for our 5th graders, offering them the opportunity to show off their

artistic talents and perhaps have their drawing selected to be printed on over 500 t-shirts, would

be a nice way to remember their 5th grade year at Jefferson! This contest is purely voluntary,

and details and guidelines have been distributed to each 5th grade student. Make sure to check

their folders for all the necessary information!

The Fun Run Committee has started to gather a list of volunteers to assist us with making this
day a great time for all. There are a number of ways you can help out; heading up one of the
events, setting up that day, working a shift at one of the many activity booths, and so much
more. If you are interested and available to help, please email one of us so we can add you to
our volunteer list. We will need lots of help planning and executing all the events scheduled for
this day to ensure everyone has a great

Lisa Lazzaro isalaz@comcast.net,
Lauren Hartnettlaurenhartnett@comcast.net and
Rosalie Perryrosalieperry@comcast.net


http://www.boxtops4education.com/

NEXT SPECIAL EDUCA-
TION PARENT ADVISORY
COUNCIL (SEPAC)
MEETING:

March 17, 2010: Executive Dysfunc-
tion: Helping Your Child Succeed
Academically and Socially

Executive functioning includes a
child’s ability to regulate his or her
attention, emotions, and behavior, as
well as her ability to plan and organ-
ize tasks. Executive control difficul-
ties are the hallmark feature of Atten-
tion-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder but
are also often experienced by chil-
dren with learning and developmen-
tal disabilities and can undermine a
child’s academic performance and
social success. Neuropsychologist,
Jessica Benetti-McQuoid, PhD, from
the Integrated Center for Child De-
velopment, will provide an overview
of this collaborative process and how
it can help your child.

All meetings are held at the Franklin
Municipal Building, 355 East Central
Street, 3rd floor training room. This
workshop is free and open to the
public. For more information about
future events, upcoming workshops
and being added to our confidential
email list, visit www.Franklin.ma.us/
SEPAC.

Jefferwear

Bring in the spring with a new Jeffer-
son tie dye tee!! What better way to
show your school spirit!!

kmhofferty@verizon.net

Winter Book Fair A Success!

Our second Book Fair of the
2009/20010 school year was a suc-
cess, despite having a snow day in
the mix. We ended up selling about
$8,000.00 worth of books! Our Jef-
ferson Elementary teachers, stu-
dents, staff, and library benefited
from this fair by receiving a little over
$3,000.00 worth in new books.
These books were distributed
throughout the classrooms, school,
library, office and Resource Room by
our volunteer elves for use through-
out the school year.

We want to thank Jane Hyman for
her continued support and encour-
agement. We also want to send out
a huge thank you to Sarah Klim and
the many volunteers who dedicated
their time, assistance, and hard work
in helping to make this event such a
great success. You were great! We
could not have done it without ALL of
you! You helped make our job run
as smoothly as possible.

The support of the Jefferson commu-
nity and their involvement with all of
the children is a tribute to the
schools success. Thanks to you all!

See you at our next Book Fair being
held at the Bellingham Barnes & No-
ble May 20th and 21st. We will have
a special musical guest and some
surprise readers! Stay tuned for de-
tails!

Lisa DiPalma, Ellen Castillo &
Deb Matthy

~Book Fair Co-Chairs
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Banking News

In the first half of this school year,
students have deposited more than
$2600!

Our banking program will be running
its 2nd annual “It Pays to Save &
Have Good GrAdes” contest which is
open to all elementary students
participating in the Save For America
school savings program. From now
until the end of May each time a
student banks their name is put into
a raffle. At the end of May, three
winners will be pulled from the raffle
and awarded a $50.00 savings bond.
The three winners will be awarded
$5.00 for each “A” or equivalent high
mark,( up to a limit of 5 high marks)
that they receive on their final report
card. Details will be sent home
soon.

Remember to fill out those entry
forms and drop them off when you
bank. Your name may be the next
one picked for the Monopoly/
Monopoly Jr. prize. Congratulations
to Hadley Crookenden (1st Grade)
and Jack Jenkins (5th Grade) who
were our January’s Monopoly Jr. and
Monopoly winners! We will
announce our February winners in
next month’s newsletter.

You never know what banking day
our friends from Dean Bank will
surprise us with the wheel - so
remember to bank every week so
you don’t miss out on the special
prizes like Paw Sox Tickets or
money deposited from Dean Bank
into your account.

Some grades will be taking MCAS
on banking days this month. We will
continue to have banking on those
Thursdays, but so
testing, we will not be gathering the banking
students from those classes.



Jefferson School Improvement Council Page 5

Hello Jefferson Families. We wish you a Happy and Healthy 2010! As our children unbelievably begin their third month of 2010, we hope they
engage in all the wonderful learning and social opportunities that our school offers with their characteristic energy and enthusiasm.

One of the School | mprovement Council’s Goal s i geducationskse e p
tem. We encourage you to stay informed about the process that impacts the education of our children in Franklin. One good way to stay informed

of the current issues that impact the Town-wide and Jefferson School budgets is to read the Central Office Update that Superintendent Sabolinski
publishes each month.

More detailed budget related information is published by the School Committee and Administrative Team and is available on the town website:
www.franklin.ma.us/auto/schools/fsc.

As many of you know, on May 22, 2007 the City known as the Town of Franklin passed a $2.7 million dollar override for which $2.1 million was
allocated to the Franklin Public Schools and $600,000 was allocated toward Town expenditures. It was widely published that the override money
would be used to provide a similar teacher/student ratio provided to the community during the 2006/2007 school year, while still losing some posi-
tions. By definition, this means that few if any advancements were made to the school system. In fact, the impact to many schools was increased
class sizes and considerable constraint to areas such as Information Technology (IT), cultural enrichment, art programs, physical education pro-
grams et cetera. And in the medium to longer term even more constraints and issues would be experienced system-wide.

In June, 2008 an override vote for the 2008/2009 school year was presented to residents and failed. The longer term impact of the failure has
been seen in larger teacher/student ratios in our classrooms (classes of 27 to 30 students versus 18 to 22 students), which is higher than the
School Committee guidelines, elimination of technology support, elimination of the late bus for students who participate in after school activities and
many other subtle resources in the class and school. This does not even include the impact at the Middle and High School levels. At this point,
many educators and administrators believe that the Town will need to ask for additional overrides in the future. While additional cuts and impacts
are not yet detailed, it is clear that further negative effects will be felt by the Franklin School system if something does not change. Therefore, we
encourage you to become familiar with the budget process and language used for budget discussions so that you may make an informed decision
when a future vote occurs.

The following “definitions have been modi fi ed droupoffrankinnf o r
citizens united for the purpose of educating voters on the need for a Proposition 2 %2 override during the November 2004 election. Although Frank-

lin Cares has disbanded, the website contains very valuable information pertaining to town government, our schools, and general budget terminol-

ogy that you may hear as the budget process commences for the next fiscal year.

What is Proposition 2Y4?

Proposition 2%, was a Massachusetts ballot initiative that became state law when the voters approved it in 1980. The law puts a 2.5% cap on the

amount of money a community can raise through property taxes from year to year, not counting revenue from the assessed value of new construc-

tion and building improvements. It is important to understand that Proposition 2%, does not say that your property taxes cannot increase more than
2.5% a year. It simply says that the total a m aeasentore thafi 2.5%10 n ey
annually. In addition, a community can increase its levy limit each year to reflect new growth in taxable properties.

What is the difference between a Proposition 27 override, debt exclusion, and capital exclusion?

There are three different ways a community can increase its property taxes above the levy limit. An override of the levy limit would increase the
limit by a specific amount. A debt exclusion temporarily excludes from the levy limit an amount of money to pay for new debt, and a capital outlay
exclusion allows a community to raise its levy limit for one year for the purpose of funding a specific capital project. In the past, Franklin voters have
approved debt exclusions to build new schools.(Source: http://franklin.cares.home.comcast.net)

~ Rosalie Perry & Barbara Mitchell Jefferson School Council



Special Education News!

In response to a recent article about
resources, a Franklin parent was
nice enough to let me know about a
fantastic opportunity if you are inter-
ested in skiing for a day of family fun.
She passed along some great infor-
mation about the Adaptability Clinic
at Gunstock Mountain for anyone
who has a disability. It seems they
offer a 1.5 hour skiing lesson, includ-
ing all equipment FREE to those with
a disability. Her endorsement of this
resource included an assurance that
the instructors are very knowledge-
able about many areas related to
disabilities, including equipment to
aid those with physical and commu-
nication challenges. This sounds like
a great opportunity to check out in
the remaining weeks of winter- con-
tact Gunstock directly for more de-
tails.

If you'd rather sit in the lodge and
read a book or two while your family
members ski, | have a great list of
books for you to consider! The focus
for this list is primarily in the areas of
reading and writing differences. If
you are interested in seeing the list
of recommended books, please
check out the Jefferson website or
email m e at
tanad@franklin.k12.ma.us and | will
forward the list to you.

mon -

Deb Montana
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Cultural Enrichment
Committee

We are looking forward to a fun filled
evening for Night of The Arts on
Thursday, March 18th. We are
looking for some volunteers to help
Ms. McCarthy set up the artwork that
will be on display. Please email one
of the Co Chairs if you are inter-
ested. The time would be what you
can give between 3 and 4:30 p.m.

Laura Hogan, Kaitlyn Cronin &

Denise Leonard

Night of the Arts
Night of the Arts is just around the

from 6:00pm-7:30pm the students of
Jefferson Elementary School will be
showcasing their efforts through art
& music! Please come and see the
wonderful works of art from the stu-
dent’s art classes and origami cre-
ated during the artist-in-residence
program.

You won’t want to miss the amazing
Jefferson Elementary sign created
by our visiting artist, Wensdy White-
head. Every student had a hand in
creating this amazing origami work
of art.

In addition to showcasing works of
art, students will be selling some art
that we’ve been calling, “Houses for
Haiti”. Students in 4th and 5th grade
created pins and magnets in their art
classes to sell and raise money for
the victims of the earthquake in Haiti.
These pins and magnets are won-
derful small works of art that are
great for displaying or wearing. All
the money that is raised will go to a
charity that will help the people in
need. Each pin or magnet will be a
donation of $5. Here is the website

Continued next column

where you can find out more infor-
mation about the program:
www.haitihouses.org

Thanks for all your support during
the Artist in Residence program. |
really could not do this without the
support of the Jefferson Community!

Ms. McCarthy

A Note From the Spanish
Room

Hola everyone and welcome back!
In kindergarten, students have been
working on the calendario. They are
learning the days, months, and num-
bers in Spanish. In grade one stu-
dents are just beginning a unit on
clothing. They will be describing
what they are wearing in Spanish
soon. In grade two, students are
working on parts of the body. It’s fun
to play Simon Says in a different lan-
guage. In grade three, students are
working on large Spanish numbers
and reinforcing math concepts
learned in their regular classroom.
In grade four students are beginning
a new unit on location words. The
goal of this unit is for students to be
able to describe where something or
someone is. Finally, grade five just
finished their virtual trip to Ecuador
and we are off to Costa Rica this
week. Students will be reviewing
more Spanish vocabulary along the
way including family and food words.
| am very proud of the work they did
in Ecuador.

As a reminder, during Night of the
Arts this year, students in grades
two, three, and four will be perform-
ing Spanish songs in addition to their
songs with Mr. Barrett. We hope you
will be able to attend!



WOW!! “MATH IS FUN”

Check out the Jefferson Bulletin
Board for the upcoming Grade 2 and
3 Family Math Night photos. Thanks
for making the evening such a great
success! Your surveys highlighted
some of the games you enjoyed
playing.

Here’s one: Name that Number, from
Everyday Math

Materials: one math deck for every
partnership

Directions:

1. Shuffle the deck and place 5 cards
number-side up on the table. Leave
the rest of the deck number-side
down. Turn over the top card and
place it apart from the other cards.
This card is the “target number” card.

2. Players add or subtract 2 or more
of the five cards to try to make an
equation equaling the target number.

Example:
John and Mary take turns.

It is Mary’s turn. The target number
is 6. Mary names the number with
12-4-2.

She could also have said 4 + 2 or
8 — 2. Mary takes the 12, 4, 2 and 6
cards. Then she replaces them by
drawing cards from the deck.

Now it is John’s turn.

Use your Student Reference Book
for other games you might enjoy

playing!
Judy Johnson ~Math CET

o
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From the Reading Office

March 2nd is the birthday of one of
the most beloved children’s authors
of all time, Dr. Seuss. Sixth grade
students from Remington are sched-
uled to visit Jefferson to read aloud
picture books to our students. Jeffer-
son students will also receive Dr.
Seuss bookmarks. We hope that you
will honor Dr. Seuss’ birthday by tak-
ing a little time to read to your chil-
dren. Remember...

You're never too old, too wacky, too
wild

To pick up a book to read with a
child.

You’re never too busy, too cool, or
too hot,

To pick up a book and share what
you've got.

In schools and communities, let’s
gather around.

Let’s pick up a book, let’s pass it
around.

There are kids all around you, kids
who will need

Someone to hug, someone to read.

Come join us March 2, your own
special way

And make this America’s Read to
Kids Day.

~National Education Association

February was the first month of our
Dive Into Reading program. Students
in grades 1-5 should return their first
ticket to their teachers by Friday,
March 5th. Tickets can be found on
the back page of the brochures that
came home at the end of January. If
your child has misplaced the bro-
chure, just write a note stating that
he/she read during the month. At the
end of each month, students who

Continued next column

have returned their tickets will be
entered into a raffle to win a $5 Bar-
nes & Noble gift certificate. There will
be two winners per grade level
(including kindergarten). Tickets
must be returned by March 5th for
students to be eligible for the raffle.

The Dive Into Reading Program con-
tinues for March and April, so stu-
dents should continue to keep track
of their reading. Students who par-
ticipate in the program for at least
one month will attend our Reading
Celebration in June. Students who
participate for all three months will
receive a new book of their choosing
at the end of the school year.

If you have any questions, please
contact me at the school or by email
at klims@franklin.k12.ma.us. Happy
Reading!

Sarah Klim ~Reading Specialist

Community Service

Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted to the February Food Drive.
Jefferson was able to collect 336.8
pounds of food for the Franklin Food
Pantry. They were thrilled!! At Night
of the Arts in March, there will be a
sale of Haiti Houses pins / magnets
created by the 4th and 5th grade
students in their art classes. These
pins will be sold for $5 each and all
of the proceeds will help support
www.haitihouses.org and their efforts
to build homes for residents of Haiti.

Holly Scharland
~Community Service Co-Chair
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.
1 3/1-3/5 second | 2 3 4 5 Grade 1Sing |6
i ot in. Across America /
week with Artist-in MEPAandMELAO|  Banking  |gyenin Tl
Residence (snow ) vening Talent
dat I testing for ELL Show
ates only) students
7 8 9Term 2 ends / 10 11 12 13
Jefferson student Banking
leads pledge at
School
14 15 16 17 18 Banking / Early 19 Early Release 20
) Release Day/11:40am/ | Day/ 11:40 am/ No
RepOI‘t CardS SEPAC Meetmg No lunch / Parent / lunch / Parent/
issued Topic: executive Gf‘:a'dia” 7‘?\"2:_7?"5: 'T"Jge Guardian conferences
arternoon .
dysfunction ARTS in the afternoon
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Banking
School Council PCC Meeting Isabella’s Night
3-5pm
28 29 30 31
Contact Information Looking Ahead
April, 2010
~§ *I sabell a’s
3= 2010
\/ Dates:
‘ 4/2 Good Friday /No school
Administration: 3/24
Jane Hyman, Principal 508-541-2140 48 47 Stony Brook visits second grade
Judy Johnson, Head Teacher 508-541-2140 51 414 SEPAC mesting Topic: Basic Rights
P.C.C. Executive Board:
Beth Raffin, PCC President bethraffin@yahoo.com 4116 Earth Day observance
Teresa Kilroy, CaVice President  takilroy@yahoo.com 4119 —4/23 April School vacation
Kelly Schiavo, CoVice President c.schiavo@comcast.net
Lynn Valencia, CoTreasurer  lynnvalencia@verizon.net a2t School Council 3-5PM
Janet Normandin, CoTreasurer ejnorm@yahoo.com 430 PCC meeting

Kathleen Meunier, Secretary

P.C.C. Jefferson Newsletter:

Tammy McPhee and Tricia Finamore:
Communications-Cbairs Jeffernews1@comcast.net

kmeunier3@comcast.net

Fun Run —watch for notices
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