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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

At this time it appears that the last day of school for students in grades one 

through five will be June 21st.  That last day is a half day for students.  

Dismissal will be at 11:40 and no lunch will be served. The last day for this 

year’s kindergarten class will be June 15th. That will be a full day for our 

kindergarten students.  Unfortunately this year’s budget has still not been 

finalized.  If that remains the case for some time, it is highly likely that we will 

not be able to put your child’s next year’s teacher on the last report card.  

Please read our Tuesday e-mail messages for updates about class 

assignments.  If we are not able to put the assignments on the last report card, 

we will send them out over the summer.  We know students are anxious about 

From the P.C.C. President 

Dear Parents & Guardians: 

One of the most anticipated events of each spring is the Fun Run which was 

held last Friday.  With the last few years of rain forcing the festivities inside, we 

were overjoyed to hold this event outside!!  What a blast!  Thank you to the 

Fundraising Committee for putting on another successful Fun Run.  Lauren 

Hartnett, Lisa Lazzaro, Rosalie Perry and Melissa LeCours along with many 

volunteers helped to make this a fun-filled afternoon. 

Here are the highlights of upcoming PCC supported events: 

Wednesday, May 5
th
 – Picture Day 

Friday, May 7
th
 – Teacher Appreciation Day 

Friday, May 14
th
 – Poetry Assembly 

Thursday & Friday, May 20
th
 & 21

st
  - Book Fair at Barnes & Noble 

Wednesday, May 26 – Isabella’s Night 

Thursday & Friday, May 27
th
 & 28

th
 – Backpack collection for Franklin 

Food Pantry 

It is the time of year when we begin to shore up PCC resources for the 

upcoming school year.  Elections for the PCC executive board positions will be 

held at the next PCC meeting on Friday, May 28
th
.  All Executive Positions 

are open for the upcoming school year.  We also have several committees 

From the Principal’s Desk, continued on page 2 

From the PCC President , continued on page 2 
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the assignments and so we will do our best 

to get them to you as soon as it is possible to 

do so.  

Please notice that MCAS testing will begin 

again during the month of May.  Students in 

grades 3-5 will take math tests and students 

in grade 5 will also take a test in science. 

Please refer to the MCAS schedule for 

detailed information.  Study Island may  be 

used for math and science. We hope your 

children take advantage of this wonderful 

resource. 

As we begin to prepare for the end of this 

school year, we are also thinking about next 

year.  During the summer we have a wide 

variety of tasks to accomplish.  If you can 

volunteer any time during the summer 

months, please contact our office.  Thanks 

for your help! 

Please review the calendar and upcoming 

events for June.  The days start to rush by 

and we hope you’ll stay informed of all the 

events happening at our school. 

Enjoy the spring weather!   

Sincerely, Jane Hyman ~Principal 

Continued from the Principal’s Desk, from Page 1 

Grade 3 

5/10/10               Math practice test 

5/11  Math session 1 

5/12  Math session 2 

Grade 4 

5/10/10             Math practice test 

5/17             Math session 1 

5/18              Math session 2 

5/19                   Math make-ups 

Grade 5 

5/10/10                 Math practice test 

5/13   Math session 1 

5/14   Math session 2 

5/17   Math make-ups 

5/19/10              Science practice test  

5/20  Science session 1  

5/21  Science session 2  

5/24  Science make-ups 

 

It is important for students to arrive at school 

on time on testing days. All MCAS tests are 

untimed, so in order to give students as 

much time as possible, testing begins as 

soon as possible in the mornings. 

Please do not schedule students for appoint-

ments on testing days. If students arrive late, 

they will not be able to start the test and will 

have to take it on a make-up day. If students 

start taking a test, it has to be finished that 

day, thus students cannot be dismissed 

early. Make-up dates are available, so if your 

child is ill, he/she should stay home to rest 

and get better.  

Parents/guardians should talk with their chil-

dren about MCAS. Encourage them to take 

their time and do their best. Make sure they 

eat breakfast and get a good night’s sleep. 

If you have any questions about testing, 

contact your child’s teacher or Sarah Klim, 

reading specialist. 

that are in need of leadership (i.e. fundraising).  Please watch for more information coming 

home soon.  Your help is needed to make certain the PCC has an adequate number of people 

in PCC leadership positions (i.e. executive board, committee chair) as well as committee 

members. This will ensure the ability to support things like field trips and cultural enrichment 

opportunities for our children.  Each year we lose long-term, dedicated volunteers as their 

children move out of Jefferson and into middle school.  Thank you to those of you who have 

given many hours of volunteer time back to Jefferson over the course of your children’s time at 

Jefferson! 

As we celebrate Teacher Appreciation this month, the PCC would like to thank our teachers for 

their countless hours of dedication and hard work.  We are grateful to have such a fantastic 

group of educators at Jefferson! 

Warm regards, Beth Raffin ~PCC President bethraffin@yahoo.com 508/528-4450 

Continued from the PCC President, from Page 1 

Open Circle Parent Training 

The Open Circle Parent Training began on April 28th at Jefferson. There are limited spaces left 

if you would like to partcipate. We meet four more times on Wednesdays, May 12th - June 7th. 

Please join us to learn some of the language and concepts that helps to make our school a 

caring community. You will receive articles and a manual for your reference.  If you are inter-

ested, please contact Jennifer Leach, Adjustment Counselor at leachj@franklin.k12.ma.us.  

Important MCAS REMINDERS AND DATES 

MCAS MCAS MCAS MCAS 

The Mathematics MCAS will begin 

with a practice test on May 10th. 

Throughout the year our Third, 

Fourth and Fifth grade students have 

been completing Study Island as-

signments. They are also doing a 

great job practicing math lessons 

and playing the math games on 

Study Island. 

Please continue to help them by en-

couraging this practice! 

If you have questions just let me 

know. 

THANKS! 

Judy Johnson, Math CET 
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HELP NEEDED 

There is only one more issue of the 

Jefferson Newsletter scheduled to be 

released for the 2009-2010 school 

year and the COMMUNICATIONS 

COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP 

c o p y i n g / c o l l a t i n g / s t a p l i n g /

distributing.  If anyone can offer 

even a half hour of time it would 

be appreciated!  Assistance will 

most likely be needed on the 

morning of May 29th or June 1st. We 

are also looking to fill some very 

im por tan t  pos i t ions on the 

communications committee for the 

2010-2011 school year. If you are 

interested in helping out in any way, 

please contact one of us a.s.a.p. at:  

triciafinamore@comcast.net 

tmdmcphee@comcast.net                                                                   

Thank you.                                    

The Jefferson News 

Absence Call-In Procedure 

Please provide the following informa-

tion when calling the Jefferson 

School’s Attendance Line at 508-541

-2120 when your child is absent from 

school: Student’s name, classroom 

number or teacher’s name, and date 

of absence only ...  Please do NOT 

leave the following information: Re-

quests for homework, messages for 

classroom teacher or for Solutions 

personnel or confidential medical 

information … Please speak to the 

nurse directly … We encourage par-

ents/guardians to call the nurse any 

time they have concerns about 

symptoms or an illness. Specific rea-

sons to call the nurse: A new medi-

cal diagnosis, or a change in your 

child’s health status (i.e. the diagno-

sis of an allergy, a newly prescribed 

medication), any change(s) in a cur-

rent medication, a  serious injury 

such as an illness or hospitalization, 

a fracture, sprain, stitches, cast or 

need for crutches/wheelchair, a con-

tagious disease such as chicken 

pox, flu, strep throat, whooping 

cough (pertussis), salmonella, mea-

sles, etc…, if there are any recent 

changes in your family that may af-

fect your child; such as, a birth, re-

cent loss, or sudden illness.  If your 

child is absent for an extended pe-

riod of time with atypical symptoms 

for a prolonged period of time do not 

hesitate to call the nurse to share 

information. 

Notes from the Health Office 

Prescription Medication Policy 

All students requiring prescription 

medication during the school day 

must have a written order from their 

physician on file in the Health Office.  

A new order is required at the begin-

ning of each school year.  This in-

cludes oral medications, insulin, 

asthma inhalers and Epi-Pens. If 

your child had a prescription medica-

tion for the 2009-2010 school year 

you will receive a new medication 

form with their final report card.  

Please have your doctor complete 

this form for the 2010-2011 school 

year and return it to the health office 

prior to the start of school.  No pre-

scription medication will be dis-

pensed without it. 

Reminder: 

•If your child has a physical exam 

during the summer or school year, 

please forward a copy to the Health 

Office. It will be added to their school 

health record. 

•Please make arrangements to pick 

up all of your child’s medications 

before the end of school. They can-

not be stored in the health office over 

the summer months. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

Mrs. Leslie McInnis, RN                      

Mrs. Charlene Harn, Health Aide 

Community Service 

Our final Jefferson collection will be for backpacks and school supplies. The 

Franklin Food Pantry will use all of the items that we collect to get things ready 

for needy students to start the school year off right. Please send in all items on 

Thursday, May 27th and Friday, May 28th. We will collect as the children walk 

through the lobby in the morning. 

Thank you for all of your generosity in 2009-2010. 

Holly Scharland 

Art News 

Well, the year is winding down 

quickly. I just looked at the calendar 

and there are about 7 more classes 

of art for each grade. That really puts 

into perspective how fast this year 

will be coming to an end.  

The Houses for Haiti fundraiser that 

the 4th and 5th graders participated 

in did very well. The students have 

raised over $300 for the American 

Red Cross! I feel so grateful to all the 

students and parents that have do-

nated their time and artistic talents 

for a great cause.  

Art work will be trickling home. 

Bunches of work have already left in 

hopes of finding a new home. I hope 

you enjoy seeing the products of 

your children’s hard work as much 

as I enjoy seeing them! 

Artistically yours, Ms. McCarthy 
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Cyber Bullying a Growing Problem 

Technology’s contribution to our society and enhancing our lives is amazing, yet once again 

parents and children find themselves grappling with the inevitable problems that come with it. 

Cyber Bullying is not only on the rise, but it is becoming more and more aggressive and violent.  

The statistics are staggering and not every parent is aware that this is happening to their child.  

We are no longer just dealing with the occasional school yard bully.  Parents no longer see 

bruises or black eyes.  This type of bullying leaves no visible scar.  Teachers can no longer pick 

the bullies out of the crowd or contain them. This type of bullying is much more intense and long 

lasting.  Once something has been written and posted online, it is out there for the world to see 

and in some cases permanent.  Reputations and self-esteem can be irrevocably changed for-

ever.   

Cyber Bullying Statistics: •Forty-two percent of kids have been bullied while online. 1 in 4 have 

had it happen more than once. •Thirty-five percent of kids have been threatened online. Nearly 1 

in 5 have had it happen more than once. •Twenty-one percent of kids have received a mean or 

threatening e-mail or other messages. •Fifty-eight percent of kids admit someone has said mean 

or hurtful things to them online. More than 4 out of 10 say it has happened more than once. 

•Fifty-three percent of kids admit having said something mean or hurtful to another person 

online. More than 1 in 3 have done it more than once. •58% have not told their parents or an 

adult about something mean or hurtful that happened to them online. 

Source i-SAFE survey of 1,500 students grades 4-8: Cyber bullying brings with it, its own set of 

challenges.  The challenges are due to the autonomy it offers, because it can be hard to trace, 

because children are not telling, or because the rules and punishment that govern it are not 

clear.  Regardless of the reason parents need to be aware that this is out there and that there 

are things that can be done.  Children need to know that they are not in this alone and that there 

is someone there to protect them.  The repercussions are not limited to having your feelings 

hurt.  This can lead to low self esteem, anxiety, and in the worst of cases suicide.  Here are a 

few tips for parents: 

Cyber Bullying Tips: •Tell a trusted adult about the bullying, and keep telling until the adult takes 

action. •Don’t open or read messages by cyber bullies. •Tell your school if it is school related. 

Schools have a bullying solution in place. •Don’t erase the messages—they may be needed to 

take action. •Protect yourself—never agree to meet with the person or with anyone you meet 

online. •If bullied through chat or instant messaging, the ―bully‖ can often be blocked. •If you are 

threatened with harm, inform the local police.  isafe.org 

Parents need to stay engaged.  Ask your child about the people they are interacting with at 

school.  If your child tells you that they are being bullied on-line, take it seriously.  The quicker 

you deal with this, the better the chances that you can contain the problem. 

A good resource for parents to learn more about Cyber Bullying and find resources is: Enough is 

Enough, making the web safer for children and families. http://www.enough.org/ 

BANKING 

May is the final month of banking for 

the year and it’s been a terrific one! 

Thanks to all the students and par-

ents for their participation. The final 

dates for banking will be 5/6, 5/13, 

5/20 and 5/27. The April and May 

Monopoly winners will be announced 

in the June newsletter.  Have a terri-

fic summer and start saving for the 

fall! 

Francesca Callanan                         

& Audrey DeSimone 

From the Reading Specialist 

The end of April is the end of our Dive Into 

Reading Program. Students in grades 1-5 

are asked to hand in their third reading tick-

ets to their teachers by Friday, May 7th. Tick-

ets must be handed in on time for students to 

be entered into a raffle for a Barnes & Noble 

gift card. Two winners will be chosen per 

grade (including kindergarten). If students 

forgot to turn in their February or March read-

ing tickets, they may also pass those in now. 

Remember- students who participate for all 

three months of the reading program will 

receive a new book of their choosing. Stu-

dents must participate for at least one month 

to attend the reading celebration in June.  

The Reading Celebration will be different for 

kindergarten and first grade students this 

year. All students should have brought home 

a Save the Date for their parents/guardians 

to come to school on the day of the celebra-

tion to eat lunch and read together. The cele-

bration for students in second through fifth 

grades will be the same as last year. Each 

class will have a special guest visitor from 

our community or someone who is involved 

with our theme in some way.  

If you have any questions about the reading 

program or anything else related to literacy, 

you may contact me at anytime. Happy 

Reading! 

Sarah Klim ~Reading Specialist 

klims@franklin.k12.ma.us  
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The Special Education Work-

shops 

Your Special Education Rights:  Wednesday, 

April 14, 2010 at 7:00 pm 

A basic understanding of the special educa-

tion process and the laws that govern that 

process are critical to a parent’s ability to 

work in partnership with schools on behalf of 

their student with special needs. All Massa-

chusetts school districts are required to pro-

vide, in cooperation with their Special Educa-

tion Parent Advisory Council, an annual 

workshop on the rights of students and their 

parents and guardians under state and fed-

eral special education laws. This presenta-

tion allows schools to meet that regulatory 

obligation, and gives participants the infor-

mation they need to participate meaningfully 

in educational programming decisions.  Ellen 

Chambers, from SpedWatch, will give this 

presentation. 

Estate Planning for Special Needs Families: 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 at 7:00 pm 

There are unique aspects of estate planning 

and probate proceedings concerning indi-

viduals with disabilities.  Attorney Tasha 

Buzzell will discuss the basics of legal plan-

ning, including guardianships, wills and spe-

cial needs trusts. 

Get Ready for Summer: Wednesday, June 

16, 2010 at 7:00 pm 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Build-

ing, 355 East Central St (Rte 140) 3rd floor 

training room.   

About the Franklin SEPAC: The mission of the 

Franklin SEPAC is to promote a network for par-

ents of children with disabilities and provide a 

forum to share information and discuss matters of 

relative interest and concern regarding our chil-

dren. This group provides regular forums for Pupil 

Personnel Services and parents to share informa-

tion and discuss pertinent issues; develops, main-

tains and shares tools and a resource guide; and 

raises awareness of children with special needs. 

 

Book Fair at Barnes & Noble 

Your Book Fair Co-Chairs invite you to join 

us as we kick off our May Book Fair.  In part-

nership with Barnes & Noble book store, we 

will be holding our book fair at their Belling-

ham, Mass. location on Thursday, May 20th 

and Friday, May 21st during store business 

hours, 9:00am to 9:00pm.  Jefferson earns a 

percentage of every purchase made with one 

of our vouchers, even at the cafe. Vouchers 

will be sent home shortly with students. If you 

forget the voucher, just tell the clerk you are 

with Jefferson Elementary and we will still get 

the credit. You may use the voucher as many 

times as you wish during the two days. 

Barnes & Noble will provide tables displaying 

books from our recommended Summer 

Reading Lists, along with a Teacher's Wish 

List table.   

We will have Celebrity Readers join us 

Thursday and Friday from 4:00-4:45pm.  Our 

music teacher Mr. Barrett has offered to 

entertain us Thursday afternoon from5:00-

5:45pm and again on Friday from 7:00pm - 

8:00pm.  

Can't make it to the store?  Log onto Barnes 

& Noble's website www.bn.com and enter 

Book Fair ID # 10197226 along with your 

online order up to 5 days after the in-store 

fair, and Jefferson Elementary receives the 

credit!  

Be on the lookout for more details about the 

event on school posters, in the Tuesday List 

Serve announcements, and in upcoming 

notices. 

Be sure to spread the word to friends, family, 

neighbors, businesses, etc.!  Get started on 

your summer reading lists or pick up gradua-

tion and Father's Day gifts.  Have a cup of 

coffee while your children listen to their 

teachers read stories or sing along with Mr. 

Barrett. We hope to see you there!   

Book Fair Co-Chairs:  Lisa DiPalma,       

Ellen Castillo and Deb Matthy 

TOP DOG 

A heartfelt thank you to Christy and the entire 

PCC for the Top Dog award in March.  It was 

an honor to be recognized by Christy and our 

peers for our roles with the Book Fairs.  Al-

though quite a bit of work, the Book Fairs are 

always very fun and rewarding for Ellen and 

me.  With the help of our amazing Co-Chair 

Lisa DiPalma, we are able to host amazing 

events all while having lots of laughs!  It is 

absolutely inspiring to us when we see in 

black and white how the generosity of our 

Jefferson parents at our school Book Fairs 

can give so much back to our school.  We 

are truly awed each and every time 

Ellen and I would now like to pass the Top 

Dog award on to a very deserving recipient - 

Kelly Schiavo.  For those of you who do not 

know Kelly (and that is probably just a small 

handful), she wears many, many hats here at 

Jefferson Elementary, in our community, and 

at home.  Mother to 3 beautiful girls and one 

very big dog – she certainly has organization 

down to a science!   

Kelly’s involvement at our school is endless.  

She is Co-Vice President of the PCC, Co-

Chair of the Family Activities Committee, 

Room Parent for her oldest daughter, and a 

classroom volunteer for the other two.  As 

our PCC’s Co-Vice-President she has been 

instrumental during the Incorporation process 

that began earlier this year.  Kelly took the 

lead on this arduous task and completed all 

of the state and federal filing requirements on 

behalf of the PCC.  As Co-Chair of the Fam-

ily Activities Committee, Kelly was instrumen-

tal in establishing the Special Person Event 

and has coordinated several of our Holiday 

Craft Fairs.  Additionally, though we can’t 

track all of the smaller volunteer roles, we 

know that we see Kelly involved in fundrais-

ing events, the Fun Run, Book Fairs, class-

room events, and much more. 

Our hats off to a true Top Dog!  Thank you 

Kelly, for all that you do!! 

Sincerely, Deb Matthy & Ellen Castillo 



 May 2010 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1 

Spring Clean 

up Remington/

Jefferson     

2 3Cultural 

Enrichment for 

grade 5          

 

4 5 

Spring Pictures                                      

6 

Banking 
7 8 

9 10 MCAS begins 

again for grades    

3-5 Please refer to 

testing schedule  

11 12 13 

Banking /School 

Council 3-5 PM 

14 Spring 

Pictures / 

Safety 

Assembly                                      

15 

16 17 18 19 

SEPAC Meeting 

Topic: Estate 

planning  

20 

Grade 2 Field Trip 
to Stony Brook / 
Banking / Book Fair 
Barnes & Noble / 
Kindergarten Show        

21Book fair at 

Barnes & Noble 

in Bellingham 

 

22 

23 24 25 26 27Banking / 

Kindergarten 
Parent 
Information 
Night   

28PCC 

Meeting / 

Memorial Day 

Celebration  

29 

Contact Information  

 

 

 

Administration:                                                                                 

Jane Hyman, Principal            508-541-2140 

Judy Johnson, Head Teacher            508-541-2140 

P.C.C. Executive Board:                                                    

Beth Raffin, PCC President:              bethraffin@yahoo.com 

Teresa Kilroy, Co-Vice President:            takilroy@yahoo.com 

Kelly Schiavo, Co-Vice President:      c.schiavo@comcast.net 

Lynn Valencia, Co-Treasurer:         lynnvalencia@verizon.net                                                 

Janet Normandin, Co-Treasurer:             ejnorm@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Meunier, Secretary            kmeunier3@comcast.net        

P.C.C. Jefferson Newsletter:                                        

Tammy McPhee and Tricia Finamore:  
Communications Co-Chairs           Jeffernews1@comcast.net                                                            
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*Isabella’s 2010 

Dates: 

5/26 

6/23 

Vouchers in Lobby 

 

Looking Ahead to June 

6/1  field day K-2 /Grade 5 field trip               

6/2  field day grades 3-5                                       

6/3  cultural enrichment for Kindergarten                         

6/4  reading celebration                                

6/8  volunteer celebration                              

6/9  field day rain date grades 3-5               

6/10  field day rain date K-2                         

6/14  field trip grade 1                                   

6/15  last day for kindergarten / Grade 5 Cel.                   

6/16  grade 1 field trip rain date / K screening                              

6/17  Kindergarten screening for next year       

6/18  Kindergarten screening for next year      

6/21  last day of school / ½ day for students / 

NO LUNCH SERVED 

30 31Memorial Day 

No School 

RE M E M B E R T O 

VISIT THE FPS 

MAINWEB PAGE: 

www.franklin.ma.us/

a u t o / s c h o o l s / F P S 

FOR ALL THE NEWS 

YOU CAN USE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

& FLYERS!!! 

mailto:bethraffin@yahoo.com
mailto:c.schiavo@comcast.net
mailto:lynnvalencia@verizon.net
mailto:ejnorm@yahoo.com
mailto:kmeunier3@comcast.net
http://www.franklin.ma.us/auto/schools/FPS
http://www.franklin.ma.us/auto/schools/FPS

