Jefferson Elementary School ———— Franklin, Massachusetts

The Jefferson NeWS Volume 14, Issue 3

Jeffernews1@comcast.net November 4, 2009

Parent Communication Council

From the P.C.C. President

Dear Parents/Guardians,

October was a very busy and successful month for the PCC. | have included
highlights of a few of these efforts. Detailed updates on the activity of each of
the PCC committees can be found online each month within the PCC Meeting
Minutes. Minutes are posted on the Jefferson website: www.franklin.ma.us/
jefferson. Click on Parent Communication Council.

The Fall Book Fair was an enormous success once again this year thanks to
our Jefferson families and the Book Fair Committee. Your book purchases
and the hard work of our volunteers equated to $6000 in books for our
school!!!

The Fall Fundraiser concluded and early indications show another prosperous
event. Fundraising dollars allow the PCC to sponsor field trips, Artist-in-
Residence and Cultural Enrichment programs scheduled for later this year.
Thanks to Fundraising Committee for their tireless efforts.

At our first PCC meeting we welcomed 1% grade teacher Jane Cronin as the
PCC Teacher Representative. We look forward to working with Mrs. Cronin as

we continue our supportive partnership with the Jefferson staff. Inside This Issue
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What a success! A special thank you is offered to all of our many wonderful
volunteers and the PCC for making the fall book fair such a success. Thank
you all for supporting our book fair. We have been able to acquire many books
for our library, book room and our classroom libraries with the profits from the

From the Principal’s Desk, continued on page 2


http://www.franklin.ma.us/jefferson
http://www.franklin.ma.us/jefferson

Continued from the PCC President, from Page 1

are interested in this position. A vote to fill the position will take place at the
November PCC meeting. Also, we are exploring incorporation of our PCC as
a non-profit organization in order to take advantage of tax benefits. We are
looking for any parents/guardians who are lawyers or accountants who would
be willing to aid or consult with us on this project. Please contact me if you
can lend us your expertise.

Looking ahead, please make note of these upcoming events:

e Special Person Open House - Friday, November 13" 4PM — 6PM.
All those interested in attending should have signed up in advance, as
space is limited.

o Fall Clean Up - Saturday, November 21st. All Jefferson families are
welcome, as well as students in need of Community Service hours.
Contact John Wendell (jwendell1212@comcast.net) for more
information. See page 6 of this newsletter.

e Thanksgiving Food Baskets - Monday, November 23 our
Community Service Committee will be creating Thanksgiving food
baskets for local families in need. Details on how you and your child
can help will be sent home soon.

e Third Grade Field Trip — Tuesday, November 24™. PCC sponsored
trip to Plymouth Plantation

e I sabel |l a’'s Wethesgdy,t November 25", 3PM - 6PM.
Remember, 30% of your order total goes directly to Jefferson school.

Our Next PCC meeting will take place on Friday, November 20™ at 8:45AM at
the Stop & Shop Conference Room (Franklin Village, Route 140). Mrs.
Hyman will be discussing the results of the MCAS scores. Refreshments will
be served.

As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, | am extremely thankful to our many
PCC volunteers for their endless hours of service. Our children truly benefit
from your efforts. | wish all of you a very Happy Thanksgiving.

Warm regards,
Beth Raffin ~PCC President
bethraffin@yahoo.com

Music News

Come see Mr. Barrett perform at
Learn All About it, an award winning
toy store in Rl on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.
http://www.learnallaboutittoys.com/

James H. Barrett
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book fair. The children are all
excited to read the new books.

During the month of November there
are several important dates to mark
on our calendar. November 2nd is a
professional development day for
staff and no school for children. We
celebrate Veteran’s Day on
November 11th and school is closed.
We begin the Thanksgiving recess
on Wednesday, November 25th.
The office will be open on 11/25, but
there is no school for children and
teachers. Our make up photo day is
scheduled for November fifth. The
son/daughter and Special Person
Day sponsored by the PCC will be
on Friday, November 13th. Don’t
forget our fall clean up day on
Saturday, November 21st.

Our third graders are getting very
excited. Their annual field trip
sponsored by our PCC will be on
Tuesday, November 24th. Let's
hope for sunny weather.

The first term for report cards is
approaching quickly. On December
1st marks will close and report cards
will be issued on December 8th.
Parent/Guardian conferences will be
held on December 9th and 10th by
appointment only. Students are
dismissed at 11:40 on these two
days. If you haven’t made an
appointment with your child’s teacher
as yet, you might want to do it soon.

On behalf of the Jefferson staff, |
would like to wish you all a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday.

Yours truly,
Jane Hyman ~Principal
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COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE

Times are tough for many families in our area and the
Community Service Committee has planned some activi-
ties in the upcoming months to help. First, the Committee
will be creating food baskets for the Thanksgiving Holiday
on Monday, November 23™ — Save the Date. More de-
tails will follow with how you and your child can help. Last
year the Committee compiled over twenty baskets which
were supplied to local families. We are hoping for even
greater success this year!

In December, the Committee will be collecting items that
will be used for creating care packages for Helping Hands
Healing Hearts, a support group for families of children
with heart defects. We will also be collecting warm winter
belongings to donate to the Franklin Food Pantry. The
Committee will send out information at a later date as to
how you and your family can help these worthwhile
causes.

We hope that you can get involved and help us make a
difference in the community.

Warm Regards,
Holly Scharland (508) 520-9653
and Wendy Mollo (5608) 541-3974

Banking

We have had a great enrollment response for the Save For America
program, which kicked off last week and continues every Thursday
(except holidays).

Enrolled students are welcome to make deposits on banking days.
Volunteers wild/l escort stu
counted and verified, and a receipt is provided to each child. For
every deposit, students can pick a small prize and also be entered into
a monthly drawing. Each month we will have 1 winner from Grades K-
2 that will win a Monopoly Jr. game, and 1 winner from Grades 3-5
that will win a Monopoly game.

Save For America, offered through Dean Bank; is a great way to teach
kids to save. Any size deposit is welcome. Registration is on-going
and easy, just e-mail one of us for details.

Students love to see their savings build!

Francesca Callanan rpcallanan@comcast.net
Audrey DeSimone audrey.desimone@gmail.com
Banking CGhairs

dent



News from the SEPAC

The next Special Education Parent Advisory Council
(SEPAC) meeting will be Wednesday, November 18,
2009 at 7PM in the 3rd floor conference room of the
Franklin Municipal Building. The topic will be Emotional
Difficulties in Childhood and Adolescence. Diagnoses
such as “depression”, “bipolar disorder”, and “anxiety” are
becoming increasingly common among children and
teenagers. These disorders can manifest in very different
ways, across different individuals and across different
ages and stages of development. They can also be
accompanied by difficulties that affect other domains of
functioning, including social problems and learning
issues. Therapist Meghan Welsh, MS, from the
Integrated Center for Child Development, will discuss
psychiatric disorders diagnosed in childhood and
adolescence, ways in which they manifest, and how to
treat them and support those who experience them.

***NOVEMBER 13TH FUNDRAISER***

Friday, November 13th Franklin SEPAC will be hosting a
Fundraiser: "An Evening of Comedy" Hosted by NESN's
Paul Fitzy Fitzgerald

Doubletree Hotel, 11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA
Doors open at 6:30, show at 8:00

Appetizers, raffles, silent auction, and take your photo
with ALL THREE New England Patriot's Super Bowl
Rings

Tickets are $30 and will be on sale at SEPAC meetings.
Visit www.neautismbenefits.com/store for more info, and
to purchase tickets. Or contact Sarah Montani at
FranklinSEPAC@gmail.com

Please visit our website www.franklin.ma.us/SEPAC to
see the full details on dates/speakers/topics and to sign
up for our monthly newsletter.

The Bridge to Kindergarten

A forum on Kindergarten expectations for Franklin
parents and/or guardians with children entering
kindergarten in September 2010.

Date: November 5, 2009

Time: 7:00PM — 8:00PM

Location: Horace Mann Middle School Auditorium
224 Oak Street, Franklin, MA
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The Fundraising Committee would like to thank all of you
who participated in this year’s Jefferson Fall Fundraiser!
We had so many of our Jefferson students, families, and
friends help raise money for the many programs and
events that will take place this year. It is because of your
generosity and participation in these fundraising events
that allow Jefferson to offer such wonderful learning ex-
periences to our children.

We are in the process of going through the many orders
we have received and will be sending them over to Read-
ers Digest the first week of November. We are anticipat-
ing that the orders will be processed and delivered to Jef-
ferson the week after Thanksgiving. All of the orders will
be delivered right to your child’s classroom. We will make
special pickup arrangements with you for any of the larger
orders that will come in.

Stop & Shop A+ Bonus Bucks Program:

Jefferson is very excited to be working with Stop & Shop
to offer the A+ Bonus Bucks Program. Starting in Octo-
ber, through late March, 2010, Stop & Shop customers
can help Jefferson PCC earn money every time they shop
with their registered Stop & Shop card.

There are 2 simple ways you can register your Stop &
Shop card to begin earning cash for Jefferson’s PCC
through this program. Log on to www.stopandshop.com/
aplus to register online or call 1-877-275-2758 to register
your card over the phone. When you register, you can
enter Jefferson’s ID code, 06750, or use the simple drop
down menu to select Jefferson School. Once you register
your card, each trip to Stop & Shop will earn money for
Jefferson’s PCC. Remember you can have other family
members and supporters take advantage of this program
by encouraging them to register their Stop & Shop card
for Jefferson School!

Thank you again for your participation and dedication to
these fundraising efforts. The proceeds we receive
through these programs will be used to pay for fieldtrips
and special cultural enrichment events that directly benefit
our children here at Jefferson. We appreciate your help
in making these programs successful for the entire Jeffer-
son community!

The Fundraising Committee
Lisa Lazzaro, Lauren Hartnett and Rosalie Perry
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Study Island Program

Study Island is an instructional and diagnostic tool that
enables teachers to help students practice the state stan-
dards. The more time students spend using the Study
Island program, the better they will understand the mate-
rial for their respective grade level. Students can access
Study Island from any computer that is connected to the
Internet.

The program is divided into sections based on a subject
(math, reading, etc.). Each section is made up of approxi-
mately 30 topics. Each topic corresponds to a standard
from the state curriculum. Topics consist of a lesson and
a bank of practice questions with explanations. It is help-
ful to view the lesson before answering the questions in
the topic.

The goal of the program is to “pass” every topic. If a stu-
dent passes every topic, he or she has demonstrated pro-
ficiency in areas tested. Follow the instructions below, in
order to complete the program:

1. Login at www.studyisland.com.

2. Click on the section tab math.

3. Click the "Pretest" in order to begin the pretest for the
section. Ignore this step if the section you selected does
not have a "Pretest or if you have completed this in
school.”

A The student must
tions in order to go on to the topics that follow.

4. Once the student completes the "Pretest” they may
work through the remainder of the topics in any order they
like. They can also select more than one topic at a time.
To do this, they can just check the boxes next to the top-
ics they wish to study, and then click on the “Start Study-
ing” button located towards the top right of the
screen. They must "pass" all topics before taking the
"Post Test.”

5. Once the student has passed all of the topics in the
subject, they have to pass the "Post Test" for the subject
before the section is complete. Ignore this step if the sec-
tion has no "Post Test.”

6. When they have passed all topics in all sections, they
have completed the program.

If you have any questions or comments please call or
email me at:

508 541-2140 X1013 Page 5

jjohnson@Franklin.k12.ma.us

Judith H. Johnson, Head Teacher/CET

web: www.Franklin.k12.ma.us/Jefferson

Jefferwear

The PCC is once again offering a 'Jefferson' line of cloth-
ing to help promote spirit and community at our school.
We will be sending order forms home during the week of
October 26th. Order forms should be returned to home-
room teachers by November 9th. Watch for notices in
your childs backpack this week!

Karen Hofferty kmhofferty@verizon.net
Cheri Narducci snarducci@verizon.net
Jefferwear Co-Chairs

compl et e

Yearbook

Watch for yearbook order forms the first week of
November!

Leigh Anne Janell janellfamily@hotmail.com
Annemarie Moynihan dooley11@comcast.net
Rita Verney ritaeverney@verizon.net

BOX TOPS

Another Box Tops mailing is being prepared, so please
send in any and all Box Tops.

Please keep Box Tops in mind as you shop for the ingre-
dients for holiday meals, as products that you may al-
ready buy could be participants in the Box Top program.
To see which products participate, please visit
www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list. The
website also explains the program, details bonus offers
and has coupons for many products!

Check out the current promotion, “The Big Clip” at
www.thebigclip.com — if you enter, Jefferson Elementary
has a chance to win 500,000 Box Tops — that’s $50,000!!

Keep up the good work of clipping and ripping!
Peg Forbes and Sonja Buckley
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Top Dog Award—Fall 2009
Presented to Alina Lemanowicz
From Peg Forbes

A big thanks to Mary Jo Spath for nominating me for the
Top Dog Award. Being recognized by such a kind, hard-
working, honest and fun person is truly flattering. You
are missed over here at Jefferson Mary Jo!

It was a pleasure hosting the dogs that make up the
statue - they added so much to the summer. The dogs
really enjoyed the beach, had impeccable manners at all
the cookouts (they especially liked s’'mores), and though
they had a tough time with a bit of sea-sickness, the boat
excursions seemed to be their favorite.
Now it is time to pass the dogs to a richly deserving
member of the PCC. It was a complete surprise to me
that she had not already been recognized for all of her
contributions!

For years Alina Lemanowicz has volunteered in many
ways, big and small, for Jefferson Elementary. She has
been a room parent several times for both her sons, and
we all know how important (and busy!) that conduit is
between teacher and parents. For several successful
years she co-chaired the Book Fair Committee for the
PCC. Following the Book Fair was an even more chal-
lenging volunteer position, when for two outstanding
years she served as PCC co-president. All the while
Alina was an objective, fair, sincere and effective leader
of the PCC.

Not only does she have a terrific sense of humor, plentiful
common sense and immense kindness, she always puts
forth her best effort to get great results. Now that her
oldest son is at Remington Middle School, Alina is very
busy splitting her “volunteer time” between the two
schools — now both the Remington and Jefferson com-
munities have much to appreciate.

Thanks for all you do Alina!

Fall Book Fair A Success! Page6

Our first Book Fair of the 2009/20010 school year was a
huge success by all measures. We ended up selling
$10,135.05 worth of books! Our Jefferson Elementary
teachers, students, staff, and library benefited from this
fair by receiving over $6,000.00 worth of new books.
These books were distributed throughout the classrooms,
school, library, office and Resource Room for use
throughout the school year.

We want to thank Jane Hyman for her continued support
and encouragement as we take on our fourth year chair-
ing the Book Fair. We also want to send out a huge thank
you to Sarah Klim and the many volunteers who dedi-
cated their time, assistance, and hard work in helping to
make this event such a great success. You were great!
We could not have done it without ALL of you! You helped
make our job run as smoothly as possible.

The support of the Jefferson community and their in-
volvement with all of the children is a ftribute to the
schools success. Thanks to you all!

See you at the next Book Fair in February 2010!

Lisa DiPalma, Ellen Castillo
& Deb Matthy
Book Fair Chairs

Remington/Jefferson Fall Cleanup time!!

Saturday, Nov 21st from 9:00 AM to 12:00
PM

We're looking for volunteers to help with the annual fall
clean-up. No commitment is too small. Stop in any time
and help us rake, prune and clean-up our school
grounds. It's a great way to help your school and show
your civic pride. Bring a rake and gloves if you can;
refreshments will be served.

Scout Troops or High School students looking to earn
community service hours are welcomed. A special call
out goes to Dads to come out and help. We could use
those strong backs!

Many hands make for easy work; it's amazing what one
volunteer can accomplish in 30 minutes!

Contact Jon Vail at 508-541-7243 or John Wendell at
508-740-6028 for more info; or just drop in and go to
work.
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