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From the P.C.C. President  

Dear Parents and Guardians,                                                                           

On behalf of the Jefferson Elementary Parent Communication Council (PCC), 

welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  This year marks our 14th year publishing 

a formalized newsletter.  This newsletter is published each month with the 

intention of keeping you informed of what is happening at our school.  I am 

committed to working with our editor to ensure that the information in this 

newsletter is timely and concise and in doing so, hope to increase the readability 

and decrease the length when possible. 

Our PCC is dedicated to enriching the learning environment for our children and 

providing support to the teachers and staff.  You and your involvement make the 

success of our PCC possible.  I hope by  now you have had the time to review the 

PCC information contained within the folder sent home with your child on the first 

day of school.  If you have not done so, please return the volunteer form to your 

childôs teacher as soon as possible.  We need your help! 

All PCC information is printed on yellow paper for easy identification.  Look for 

these yellow sheets in your childôs Take Home folder.  Also, all PCC 

communication will be posted under the PCC section of the Jefferson Schoolôs 

website ( www.franklin.ma.us/jefferson ).  

 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We had a most unusual spring and summer this year, but we are ready and 

excited to begin the 2009/2010 school year.  We are trying as much as possi-

ble to go green so please know that whenever possible, we will send notices 

home, preferably on a Tuesday, using family distribution.  The oldest child in 

each family will bring home one set of notes for the entire family.  This year the 

lengthy parent handbook is available online.  For those of you who do not have 

access to the internet, we will have a few hard copies in the office for you to 

take home.  As we did last year, we will have a Jefferson School update each 

Tuesday which will be distributed via e-mail. These e-mails will take the place 

of the many reminders of events and things due to school that we sent out in 

the past.  We strongly encourage you to sign up for our listserve.  You can do-

this by following the link on our website. 
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At this time we want to remind you that if you are going to volunteer in school 

or even for a field trip, you must complete a new CORI form each year.  The 

revised form is double sided.  Please bring a photo ID and a copy of that ID 

along with a completed application to school.  School personnel must check 

your ID and attach a copy of your ID to the application.  You will get your origi-

nal ID back right away.  Most people find it convenient to complete the CORI 

process the night of Open House. 

This year our fall pictures are early and they take place on Monday, Septem-

ber 14th.  Please mark your calendars. Our Open Hosue happens that same 

week on September 17th.  Please watch for notices about these events! 

When you come into our school lobby, please do stop by the Jefferson Spot-

light Bulletin Board.  It will give you a chance to get to know our staff better.  

Do look at the Mission Statement Board as well. The Franklin Public School 

System has worked with members of the community to revise its mission, vi-

sion and value statements. There will be copies of this information in each 

classroom.  We will use these guiding principles as we make educational plans 

for our district. 

So many people have worked exceptionally hard this year to get our school 

ready for the new school year.  I would like to thank our custodians, particularly 

our head custodian Jimmy Rousseau for doing an outstanding job trying to 

clean and move furniture around late into the season.  I also want to thank 

members of the maintenance department for responding to many of our needs.  

The work continues.  We are now in our 14th year!  Thanks are offered to our 

secretaries Gail Bazer and Carol Lessard as well as all the volunteers who 

came and helped with summer mailings, folders and anything that was 

needed.  Youôre the best!  Thanks so much.  To all the staff who had to move 

rooms, especially at the last minute, special thanks is offered.  To other staff 

members who came in to prepare our school for the children, another great big 

thank you!  Most especially I want to thank Debi Montana, Sarah Klim and 

Judy Johnson for the extra hours they put in during the summer to help in so 

many important ways. To each and everyone who helped, we truly are grate-

ful. 

On behalf of the Jefferson staff I wish you all a wonderful school year.  I look 

forward to seeing you at our open house. 

Sincerely yours,                                                                                                       

Jane Hyman ~Principal 

P.S. Please remember to sign-up for the NutriKids program to make it easier 

for your child to buy lunch in a timely and efficient manner! 
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From the PCC President,                          

continued from page 1 

From the Principalôs Desk,   continued from page 1 

I look forward to seeing many of you 

at the Open House on September 

17th and again at our first PCC 

Meeting on Friday, September 25th  

at 8:45AM in the Jefferson Dining 

Room.  In response to requests from 

our working parents/guardians, we 

have planned the October  27th  

PCC meeting after normal business 

hours.  Attendance will dictate 

evening meetings going forward. 

I hope that you will become involved 

in the various activities that take 

place throughout the year.  You are 

our greatest asset and crucial to the 

ongoing success of our PCC.  I am 

honored and excited to lead the 

Jefferson PCC again this year.  If 

you have any questions, feel free to 

contact me.  I look forward to 

working with you this year. 

Sincerely,                                     

Beth Raffin                             

~Jefferson PCC President                           

bethraffin@yahoo.com 
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Absence Call -In Procedure:  

Jefferson School Attendance Line:   

508-541-2120 

Provide the following information 

when calling school personnel when 

your child is absent from school: 

Studentôs name 

Classroom number or teacherôs 

name 

Date(s) of absences 

Do NOT leave the following informa-

tion on the absence line: 

Confidential medical information; 

please speak to the nurse di-

rectly 

Requests for  homework 

Messages for classroom teacher 

or for Solutions Personnel 

 

 

When should you call the 

school nurse about a child 

with an illness?  

We encourage parents/guardians to 

call any time they have concerns 

about symptoms or an illness and 

specifically for the following reasons: 

A new medical diagnosis, or a 

change in your childôs health 

status i.e. the diagnosis of an 

allergy 

A newly prescribed medication 

Any change(s) in a current medi-

cation 

A serious injury such as an ill-

ness or hospitalization 

A fracture, sprain, stitches, cast 

or need for crutches/wheelchair 

A contagious disease such as 

chicken pox, flu, strep throat, 

whooping cough (pertussis), sal-

monella, measles, etcé 

 

Student Arrival          

Looking for a super fun volunteer opportunity at Jefferson this year? Are you good at tally marks and sorting notes from 

home? How would you like to be in charge of the buzzer at the front door for an hour here and there? If this sounds ex-

citing, we have the perfect opportunity for you! The Student Arrival Committee is looking for a few extra volunteers this 

year. As a volunteer on this committee, you will be asked to come in once or twice a month (you tell us the day(s) that 

work for you) at 8:30am. You'll sit at the desk in the lobby, collect the attendance slips, tally up the lunch count, check in 

the kids who are tardy, sort the notes from home, and for extra fun, control the front door buzzer while you are there! 

Youôll be done and back to your day in less than an hour.  

Deb Matthy deb_matthy@comcast.net                                                                                                                                     

and Francine Swanson frannyland@comcast.net                                                                                 

~Student Arrival Co-Chairs 

If your child is absent for an ex-

tended period of time with atypi-

cal symptoms for a prolonged 

period of time do not hesitate to 

call the nurse to share informa-

tion 

If there are any recent changes 

in your family that may affect 

your child; such as, a birth, re-

cent loss, or sudden illness. 

Jeffersonõs Call-In Procedures   



 

 

Present this voucher when you visit 

Isabellaôs on the fourth Wednesday 

of every month and Isabellaôs will 

donate 30% of your purchase to 

support the Jefferson PCC!   

 
(*specific dates listed on back cal-
endar page of newsletter*) 
 

Treat yourself and your family in 

support of our school on                  

September 23rd, from 3:00 to 6:00 

pm at Isabellaôs on 13 W. Central 

Street in Franklin. Call ahead at                 

(508) 520-0554. 

 
 

Royal Hair Cutting & Styling 
Services for all Princes & 

Princesses 

 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your hair service on any 

Wednesday and Kingdom Cuts 

will donate 20% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC. 

   

835 W Central St Ste 2,        
Franklin, MA                               

(508) 520-9000  

Tue./Wed./Fri. 10am-5:30pm                                     
Thurs. 10:00amï7:00pm                            

Sat. 9:00amï3:00pm 

Hot Shots for the Cure  

With over 20 students in the Franklin public school 

system that have Juvenile (Type 1) Diabetes, 

many people wonder what they can do to show 

support for these students and their families. For 

the past 5 years a group of Franklin area parents 

that have children with Juvenile Diabetes have 

formed a walk team to raise money for the 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, Hot shot 

for the Cure. Hot Shots for the Cure participates in 

the Boston JDRF Walk and also hosts a Franklin 

Walk. Both are fun for children and have free 

food, drink and entertainment. JDRF has awarded 

more than $1.16 billion to diabetes research, 

since its founding in 1970. Over 85% of JDRFôs 

expenditures directly support research and 

research-related education. 

Come join our 3rd annual Hot Shots for the Cure 

Walk to Cure Diabetes at the Franklin Town 

Common on Saturday, September 19, 2009 from 

11am to 1pm. For more information on how to 

register please email Ivy Patten at 

ivpatten@yahoo.com or Wendy Ricard at 

rwricard@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

We are ready to start the brand new 

school year collecting, clipping, rip-

ping and shipping Box Tops! 

Please take some time to check out 

www.boxtops4education.com for 

information on what promotions are 

running that will benefit Jefferson 

Elementary, the latest news in the 

ñBox Top Worldò, and a current list of 

products that participate in the Box 

Top coupon program! 

Please remember that every Box 

Top (big, small, foil, paper or plastic) 

is worth CA$H to Jefferson and con-

tinue to clip, rip, and submit, and 

weôll continue to tally and send.   

Peg Forbes and Sonja Buckley            

~Box Tops Committee 
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Jefferwear  

W e lc om e  b a ck  t o  s c h o o l !                      

Our clothing line, Jefferwear is back 

too!  Order forms will be sent home 

in early fall.  More information to fol-

low!   

Thank you! 

Cheri Narducci                               

snarducci@verizon.net                              

~School Clothing Co-Chair 

Salon Sorella 
 

 

 

Present this voucher when you pay 

for your salon service on any 

Wednesday and Salon Sorella will 

donate 10% of the price of your 

service to Jefferson PCC.                                       

Salon Sorella                                        
9 Summer St. #102                                   

Franklin, MA 02038                                       

508-520-3863 

Monday 3-8                            
Tuesday - Friday 9-1                             

Saturday 9-4 

*****Community Partners*****  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Fundraising   

Welcome back Jefferson families 

and students!  We hope you enjoyed 

your summer and are looking 

forward to another great year with 

our fundraising efforts!   

We will start with our Fall Fundraiser 

which is scheduled to kick-off on 

Monday, October 5th.  We are 

excited to be working again this year 

with Readerôs Digest, offering many 

unique gifts, wrapping paper, fine 

c h o c o l a t e s ,  a n d  m a g a z i n e 

subscriptions.  The best part of this 

fundraising effort is that Jefferson will 

receive a 50% profit on all product 

sales, even 40% on each magazine 

subscription!   

Spring will once again be the time for 

our Jefferson Fun Run.  This 

fundraiser is a lot of fun for children, 

family members, parents, and 

teachers.  It offers several carnival 

themed events, lots of delicious food, 

and a silent auction and raffle where 

you can bid on and win some 

wonderful prizes!  This has always 

been a huge success for Jefferson in 

past years, and we hope to make it 

just as exciting and even introduce 

some new events for this year.  

Proceeds from both of these 

fundraising efforts are used for the 

many programs and special events 

that directly benefit our children here 

at Jefferson.  In past years, we have 

earned over $20,000 due to the 

generosity and participation of our 

Jefferson families! 

We look forward to working with all 

of you this year! 

Lauren Hartnett                              

Lisa Lazzaro                                 

Rosalie Perry                                    

~Fundraising Co-Chairs                  

Book Fair  

Hi everyone!  We hope youôve all had a great summer!  It seems like the 

summers goes by faster with each passing year.  It's now that time again to 

get into the school routine for another great year at Jefferson.  On that note, 

the first Scholastic Book Fair of the school year will be held from Monday, 

October 19th through Friday, October 23rd in the library.  Come and join us at 

our "Destination Book Fair, Read Around the World" event and stock up on 

some great quality books for the whole family at some great prices.  Why not 

get an early start to your holiday shopping?  We invite you to join us as the 

children visit the Book Fair with their classes throughout the week.  A visitation 

schedule will be distributed the week prior to the fair.  We will also be hosting a 

Family Event on Tuesday, October 20th, from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the library. 

In addition, all of the profits from this fall book fair go toward the purchase of 

additional books for the classroom libraries.  Thanks to your support, we 

earned over $5,500 in books last year!  Help us add to our new teacher's 

libraries as well as stock up the libraries of our veteran teachers. 

We hope to have the great support of our many parent volunteers once again 

this year during our three book fairs.  If you would like to be a Book Fair 

Volunteer again, or would like to join us as a first-time Jefferson parent, please 

remember to check off the Book Fair committee on this yearôs Volunteer 

Voucher.  If you are new to the school and are interested in getting more 

information on what it means to be a Volunteer, please feel free to contact one 

of your Book Fair Chair's at any time.  It's never too late as help is always 

welcomed!  As the year begins, we will be compiling our volunteer list and will 

organize a schedule the week before the fair.  Thanks for your support!  We 

look forward to seeing you at our Destination Book Fair, Read Around the 

World fair! 

Lisa DiPalma ldipalma@comcast.net                                                            

Ellen Castillo 

ellenmcastillo@verizon.net                                                       

Deb Matthy deb_matthy@comcast.net 

~Book Fair Co-Chairs 

Volunteers are needed to help set up the Book 

Fair on Friday, October 16th at 1:30 pm in the 

library.  Volunteers are also needed after the 

end of the Book Fair (date/time tba).  

 

Cultural Enrichment  

To kick off our school year, we are excited to have  ñThe Chain Saw Guyò re-

scheduled!  He will be here to present a fabulous show for all students on 

Monday, September 21st!  Keep your fingers crossed for NO RAIN!    

Laura Hogan laura_hogan@verizon.net                                                                          

Kaitlyn Cronin jandkcronin@comcast.net                                                                 

and Denise Leonard kdjleonard@yahoo.com                                                                      

~Cultural Enrichment Co-Chairs 



From the Math C.E.T.  

Welcome back!  Summer vacation has come to a close 

and the start of a new school year has begun. This article 

includes some back-to-school tips. 

Research supports that having a ready knowledge of 

math facts has more to do with mental computations and 

approximation skills than it does with working computation 

problems by hand. Having the ability to manipulate num-

bers mentally and on paper in a flexible manner is still 

critical to mathematical thinking; it also facilitates the abil-

ity to do higher mathematics. 

Just the Facts: 

Teaching Math Facts  

Practice! Practice! Practice! That's how most students 

learn their addition facts or times tables. Rote drill is a 

popular and proven tool for learning math facts. But it's 

OK to lighten up and add some fun to math-facts learning.  

Just as understanding letter sounds is fundamental to the 

ability to read, so is knowing math facts the foundation to 

future math learning. That's why teachers in the primary 

and elementary grades spend so much time practicing 

and memorizing and drilling and timing students in basic 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. 

Accuracy and speed are the goals. Work sheets and 

timed tests and games -- yes, games! -- are often the 

tools.  

Games -- relay races, card games, and computer games -

- actively engage students as they reduce stress and 

make learning fun. Encourage your children to play the 

Everyday Math games at home to teach math facts. 

Yours in Numbers,                                                             

Judy Johnson                                                             

~Math CET  
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Welcome back everyone! I hope all our students and their 

families had an enjoyable summer vacation with plenty of 

time for reading. I was fortunate to have more time for 

reading this summer than I have the past few years, 

which was great! 

Summer reading forms were distributed to all students 

entering grades 1-5 at the end of the last school year. 

Completed forms should be returned to your childôs 

classroom teacher by Sept. 8th. If your child has not yet 

brought his/her form in but wants to participate, please 

send it as soon as possible. Students who participate 

receive certificates of participation from me. If your childôs 

form was misplaced over the summer, you may download 

a new copy from the Franklin Public Schools website or 

simply write a note. All forms should contain the childôs 

first and last name, teacherôs name, and a parent/

guardian signature. Students new to Jefferson (in grades 

1-5) will receive a separate letter from me about summer 

reading.  

During the course of the school year, we have several 

reading events that we hope will help make reading fun 

for students and families. Keep an eye on the newsletter 

and listserve throughout the school year for more 

information on these events. I will also include some 

information for parents/guardians about reading with 

children in each newsletter that I hope you will find 

helpful. If you have any questions about literacy or any of 

our reading programs, please contact me at any time 

during the school year.  

Happy Reading!                                                         

Sarah Klim 

klims@franklin.k12.ma.us                     

~Reading Specialist  

Author of the Month: Cynthia Rylant                         

Cynthia Rylant is the author of many, many wonderful 

books for children of all ages. She writes several series 

for beginning readers including Henry & Mudge, Mr. 

Putter & Tabby, and The Cobblestreet Cousins. Her 

childhood in the mountains of West Virginia is the 

inspiration for some of her picture books, including The 

Relatives Came and When I Was Young in the 

Mountains. Cynthia Rylant has also written books for 

young adults. The most notable of these is Missing May 

which won the Newbery Medal in 1993. She lives in 

Oregon with her family, two cats, and two dogs. 

News from the Music Office  

Enjoy two great performances:  

One by Mr. Barrett  at the Franklin Public Library on 

Saturday, September 26th, from 10:30- 11:15 a.m. 

And the other by Holly Krafka, Franklin High Schoolôs 

Choras Director at a free open air concert at the Hatch 

Shell in Boston. Watch for an article in the Milford 

Daily News for more information! 

James H. Barrett barrettj@franklin.k12.ma.us 
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Top Dog Award 5/29/09   

Presented to Peg Forbes from MaryJo Spath 

Thank you Tammy McPhee for recognizing me for last monthôs Top Dog Award. It has been my pleasure to volunteer 

throughout the past 10 years - the span of time my three daughters attended Jefferson. It is difficult to fathom how 

quickly the years have passed now that one daughter is completing her freshman year in high school, and my youngest 

is gearing up to join my middle daughter at Remington Middle School. 

The volunteer experience at Jefferson has been so rewarding. I have had the great fortune of interacting with fabulous 

people, encompassing everyone from  administrators, teachers, and other staff members, to the children, and, of course, 

all the other Jefferson parents. I am walking away from this incredible school with many precious memories and 

friendships that I would not have had without the volunteer opportunities. 

I would now like to bestow the honor of this award to a very valuable member of Jeffersonôs PCC.  Over the past several 

years, and almost as long as Iôve been here, this individual has been instrumental in so many ways: She has been a 

room parent many times. She has volunteered much time in her kids classrooms,  chaperoned for field trips, been 

involved in fund-raising events, and donated a boat load of supplies to classrooms. She has taken on the somewhat 

daunting task of co-chairing the 5th Grade Celebration committee and is in the queue to do it again next year. She has 

become a certified expert in snipping & clipping as a multi-year co-chair of the Box Top committee which raises 

hundreds of dollars annually for the school. And though not PCC-related, Iôd like to recognize her for bi-annually 

coordinating a  neighborhood collection for the school bus driver.It is with great pleasure, that I acknowledge and thank 

Peg Forbes for her volunteer commitments to Jefferson. Congratulations, Peg, on being a Top Dog!  



September 2009  

Sun.  Mon.  Tue.  Wed.  Thu.  Fri.  Sat.  

 
  

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 

 

8  

Summer    

Reading Forms 

due! 

9 10 11 2 

3 14 

Fall Pictures 

15 16 

 

17 

Open House for 

Adults Only /     

Constitution Day                                            

18 19 

20  

                                                  

21 Cultural         

Enrichment  1/2 PD 

Day /                  

Early Dismissal 

11:40 / No Lunch 

22 Elementary School     

Improvement Plans   

Presented & Jefferson 

Student Leads Pledge 

at School Committee 

Meeting at 7pm   

23 

 

24 25 

PCC Meeting / 

Deadline for    

October Newsletter 

26 

27 

 

28 

Yom Kippur   

Observed /       

No School  

29 30    

Contact Information  

 

 

Administration:                                                                                 

Jane Hyman, Principal            508-541-2140 

Judy Johnson, Head Teacher            508-541-2140 

P.C.C. Executive Board:                                                   

Beth Raffin, PCC President            508-528-4450 

Teresa Kilroy, Co-Vice President        508-520-8780                                       

Kelly Schiavo, Co-Vice President        508-528-1808 

Lynn Valencia, Co-Treasurer              508-346-3370 

Janet Normandin, Co-Treasurer         508-541-6149  

P.C.C. Jefferson Newsletter:                                       

jeffernews1@comcast.net 

Tammy McPhee  
Communications Co-Chair            508-520-1263 

Tricia Finamore 

Communications Co-Chair            508-528-9465 

Looking Ahead  

 

 

 

 

10/5             Fall Fundraiser Kick-Off                                                                           

10/15           School Council Meeting 3-5 pm                                                  

10/29-10/23 Fall Book Fair                                                                      

10/20           Family Night at Book Fair                                                           

10/26           Early Dismissal 11:40 / No Lunch Served /  

                    1/2 PDD   

10/27            PCC Meeting  

                    (Evening Time; Watch for Notices!)             

11/3              Full Day PDD: No School for Students 
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*Isabellaôs 

2009/2010 

Dates: 

9/23 

10/28 

11/25 

12/23 

1/27 

2/24 

3/24 

4/28 

5/26 

6/23 

(4th Wed. of 

the month) 


